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ot the following : 


TREATISE 


＋ may add Weight, perhaps, to. the: 
Reflections contained in the. following . * 
Pages, 10 inform-the- Reader that the Au- 
thor's Life was ove uniform Exemplar of 
thoſe Precepts, which, with ſo generous a 
Zeal and ſuch an elegant and affecting Sim- 
plicity of Style, he endeavours to recom- 
mend to general practice. He left others 
to contend for Modes of Faith, and in- 
I flame themſelves and the World with end- (Ong 
\ | lels Controverſy: it was the wiſer Purpoſe  _ 
of his more ennobled Aim, to act up to 
"I thoſe clear Rules of Conduct which Re- 
Iv clation hath graciouſly preſcribed. He 
1 poſſeſſed by Temper every moral Virtue; by 
Religion every Chriſtian Grace. He had a 
Humanity that melted at every. Diſtreſs; a 
VVV Cha- 
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Charity which not only thought no Evil, 
but ſuſpected none. He exerciſed his Pro- 
feſſion with a Skill and Integrity, which 


nothing could equal but the diſintereſted 


Motive that animated his Labours, or the 
amiable Modeſty which accompanied all his 


Virtues. He employed his Induſtry, not 
to gratify his. own Defires; no Man in- 
dulged- himſelf leſs: not to accumulate 


uſeleſs Wealth; no Man more diſdained ſo 


unworthy a Parſuir': : it was for the decent 


Adyancement of his Family, for the gene- 


rous Aſſiſtance of his Friends, for the ready 


Relief of the Indigent. How often did he 
© exert his diſtinguiſhed Abilities, yet refuſe 
the Reward of them, in Defence of be 
Widow, the Patherlefs, and him that had 
none to help him! In a word, few have ever 
paſſed a more uſeful, not one a more 
blameleſs Life ; and his whole Time was 
employed either in doing Good, or in me- 


ditating it. He died on the 6th Day of 


April 1743, and lies buried under the a 
Cloiſter of Lincoln's Inn Chapel. e 
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eg Defign of the 8 7 rea rs - 
„ „ & tiſe is, to awaken in the Minds + 


k 3 
* + Þ of unthinking Men, a ſerjous 


. 32 Senſe of Religion. and a true 


Concern por the Interefl of their immortal 


70 4 


Souls: a Deſi En, at all Times. ſeaſonabls and 
neceſſary, but more eſpecially at this -Time,, 
when we ſee ſuch Numbers of Perſons carried 
away with the Love of Pleaſure, and Jach. 
Arle invented and Methods uſed to gratify 


* * 


their corrupt and vicious Taſte. 


Whoever reflects, with a due Concern, upon : 
the 'Exceſſes and Debaucberies which have 
overſpread this Nation, and has any Regard ” 
for the Honour of God, and-the Intereſt.of. that © 


Holy Religion whith Chriſt Jeſus came down 


from Heaven to eftabliſh upon the Earth, will - 


eaſily be perſuaded to think, that all Endea- 


: vort l. ought ta be 8 to ſtem ibe 
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Torrent of Wickedneſs that is broken in upon 
#3,” and io prevent the miſchievous Effecli ef 
the public Diverſions, which the Generality 

of People are grown ſo fond of; 1 mean the 
Maſquerades and Plays: thoſe Seminaries of 
Vice and lrreligion, where every Thing i is cons 
trived to inflame the Paſſions and corrupt the 
tender Minds of young Perſons ; and which, I 
am perſuaded, have greatly contributed to that - 
general Neglect of God and 8 ; Worn | 
© is fo viſible amongſt us. 

Whether any Thing that is here. offered, will 
be effetual to draw Men off from the Love of 
theſe deceitful Vaaities, J cannot fay: but 
JF Iam (if the Scripture is to bebe Rule 
| of our Practice, as moſt undoubtedly it is), it 
muſt be the Duty of every one, not oaly to take 
care that he, give no Encouragement by his 
Example, 20 theſe licentious and enſuaring 
Entertainments (to which 1 doubt not but 
many owe their fatal Miſcari iages), but 10 de. 
hat in him lies, io difuade others, eſpecially 


| K thoſe under his Care, from reſorting to Places : 


. ſo nuch Danger and infection, 


It muſt be confe fed, that it is no eaſy Matter 
zo prevail on thoſe who-are carr ried away by the 
a Maxims and Pradiice 4 a corrupt. and 


$7 IE: _ debauched 


„ PREFACE 


Jhonched Werld, to renounce” Aer ſenſual 
of Gratifications, for the more refined Pleaſures - 
Dl of Virtue and Religion: However, the di i- 
. eulty of the Mort ſhould not diſcour age any one 
of 8 from attempting it. I bave therefore endea- 


> voured, according to my Ability, to lay beforr 

me | the Reader, in the following pages, vhe Ad. 
, 1 | vwantages attending a good Life; in Hope, © 
vat | hat whoever ſeriouſly confiders what is there - 
1h urged, will be convinced, there is no Plea- 

in jr fure to be compared with that of a good Con- 


h ſcience; and that Religion really is, what it 
45 woas deſigned by the great Author of it to be, 
he only ſolid Foundation of our vga «a 


Hf well as future, Happineſs. - | 4 
0 8 T am ſenſible that what is there efirad, | 


| b is 2 bath been with much greater Advantage - : 
5 inculcated i in many of thofe excellent Diſcourſes, 


75 which are alreadyextant: yet, when 1 conſider 

45 bow much Good bas been done by thaſe ſmall 5 
0 Trabis, which have been printed and diſ- 

= | perſed of late Tears, I am encouraged io 


bope that this little Treatiſe e may be of ſome 

Service; ar a check at leaſt, to that prodigi- 
vic ons Thirſt after ſenſual Pleaſures, which © 
2 the em to be the Diſeaſe of the preſent ge, 
| 77 a0 bich muſt undoubtedly defiroy the Love 

25 Ged wherever it 8 e 1», 
(| I Thoie 
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| _ _ May God ef bis” great Groduſs out” 'S 


on PREFACE 
I have added ſome Prayers at the End 4 | 


e Book, not with an Intention to preſcribe 
10 any one, bitt to aſſiſt thoſe who are not fur» 
mſned with better Helps ; well knowing how 


important a Duty Prayer. is, and-how highly 
_ meceſſary it is. for every good Chriſtian to be 


Frequent in his Addreſſes to the Throne of 
Grace, if ever he expetts the Favour*of God, 


and hopes to find GRACE to help him in 


Time of Need. 


* 


| Bleſſing to theſe weak Endeavours, and mate 
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_ REL1G1OUS LIFE 


BY 5 CHAP./L 15 
we po 7 I to 1 gen: was 
214 3 a Queſtion, which the trem- 


"big and aſtoniſhed” Jailer put 
TL to Paul and Silas, when heſaw 
"I rs Prifon-Doors opened in a miraculous 
- | Manner: a Queſtion of the utmoſt Moment 8 
, and Importance, and which it nearly con - 
_cerns. us all to be well refol ved i in. For, » 


if there be a Life after this, and we do not Tie 


die like the Beaſts that periſp; if Death does 


not put a final Period to our Beings; 3 but 


35 . when this ſhort Life is ended, we enter 
I | upon che Regions of Eternity, and ſhall 
1 be for ever * or miſcrable, according 
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5 moſt Diligence and attention. 
are ignorant of the Will of God, or, Know- 
ing it, will not follow or be led by ihat 
unerring Light, but ſuffer ourſelves to be 
' » hurried away by our,uoruly Paſſions i in the. 
Purſuit of the Things of fhis Life; we are 
wretched and miſerable, blind and — 85 
. © - notwithſtanding? all our attainments: 
we ſhalt one Day be convinced to our 
„ Sorrow, that there is no Folly nike that 
TREES preferring Things temporal to Things « 
FE ot eral. | Whatever the en LY this 
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e demean ourſelves i in this mort Time of 
Trial and Probation: If this be the State 
and Condition of Mankind (as the Voice 


. > — 
* 
— 


of Reaſon, the Dictates of Conſcience, and 
the Holy Scriptures, do loudly proclaim it 

| is), how does it behove every one of us to 
- inquire, what we muſt do to attain everlaſt- 
ing Life; and to conſider, whether we are 
in the Way that leads to Heaven and LY 

pineſs? or, if we have been ſo unhappy AS 
. fo wander out of it, how we may recover 
and return, to it again? 


13 


— —— 


This is an in Inquiry that desert our vt⸗ 
For if we 


and 


ee 


Of. a Rn1 161005 Lirs. 


af World may think, and how much ſoerer 
* they may applaud their own Wiſdom in 
Gs” contriving Schemes to be Rich and 
142 Great; yet if their chief Care and Con- 
12 cern is taken up about theſe things, it 
to II is certain they will be found Fools, 
NR. When weighed | in the Balance of true . 
N dom. 

8 He that is 1 vile will ee . 
as. I he has a Soul, as well as a Body to take 
er care of; a ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance 
58 which can never die; but when enlarged 
8 from that Priſon in which it is now con- = 
at- fined, muſt live for ever, either ia Hip. 


Ne. | pits. or Miſery. Shall we then be ſo 
w-. | foolih, as to confine our ambitious, Pur. ' 
at | Coits within the narrow Limits of this 
be I World, without conſidering what will be 
he | the condition of onr Souls hereafter? 
re. I Shall we labour and toil for the Meat that 
, . Piriſpath 3 and be cold and. indifferent 
od . about the momentous Concerns of Eter- 
ur ' nity? Shall we ſpare no Pains 1 in order to 
at increaſe our temporal Eſtates, and to ar 
„ up Good fer many Years 3 when we know: 
not, but this: Night our ſouls:may- be required 
"I us 4 And if we as male 0 W 
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for their everlaſting Welfare; what will i it 


avail us that we have been Rich ANY! Great 


in this World? 


Te Faſhion of this. World paſſeth. away, 
and all-the Glory and Splendor of it will, 
in a little Time, have an End. How great 
then is the Folly, and how deplorable will 
the Condition of that man be, who, inſtead 
of ſeeking the Kingdom of Ged and "his Righ- 


| Feouſneſs i in the:firft place, has conſumed his 


Days in. ſeeking after the Honours and 


| Riches of this World, and has tired him- 


Jelf out in the Pürſoit of thoſe Things 


Which are of no value in the Sight of 


Mat, 3 xvi. God? Wretched Stupidity! ! What ſhall it 
. 0. 


profit a Man, i the Hall: gain the bal 
"World and loſe bis:exon Soul? Time bears 
no. Proportion to Eternity. The maſt 
exalted P Pleaſures.of this Life, Which at 
beſt are but of a ſhort. Continuance, can 
never compenſate for the Loſs of that 
Happineſs, which God bos prepared. for 
them that love him. How miſerably then 
will that man be «deceived, who places 


\ all his Hopes and Happineſs in the poor 
and empty Satisfactions of a ſenſual Life; 


who Ss no farther. than ah preſent 
Time, 


7 
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Time, and lives as if he cared not what be- 
came of him hereafter, provided he may but 


enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon !. 


the Man ſo abandoted to Folly and Madneſs, 


great 25 to be content, for the Sake of a preſent 
_ ſhort-lived Happineſs, to be miſerable for 
te 


ever hereafter ? I wiſh indeed there were | 
none ſuch : But, alas !. there are too WE -- 
that make this ſad Choice. Not that any 
one Chooſes Evil for the-ſake of Evil, or. 
prefers Miſery before Happineſs (for a 
> [Deſire of Happineſs is inſeparable. from 
ht of our Nature); but in the Scripture account 
ball # of Things, he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruc- Da 
whole tion, Who *walks in the broad - Way that 


Righ- 
ed his 
s and 
him- 
Things 


But ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where is ani 


3 leads to it. For God has been pleaſed to peut; 4 m 


Hep) et before us Life aud Death, Bl: Mug and ig. 

ich at 

e, can courage our Obedience; and Puniſnmentis 
F that on the other, to deter us from Sin, As he, 
ed for therefore, that obeys the Commandments 
then of God, chooſes Life ; ſo he that tranſ- 
places I greſſes them, Chooſes Death: that . Death . 

& poor which God has threatened to the Sinner, 
Life; Nexen Death eternal. For the Wages. of Sin 1 
preſent if i Bagh and he that chooſes the one ((e 


Curſing : Rewards on the one Hand, to en- MW 1 


(Rowe! 11. 


2 Great Importance 


his Pretences be what they may) muſt 


be ſaid to chooſe the other ; | becauſe he 


knows (at leaſt it is his own Fault, if he 


does not know) that God will render to every 


6, 7, 8, 5. Man according io his Deeds : : To them, who, 


Ey patient Continuance in Well-doing, feck * 
Glory and Honour and Immortality, eternal 
Life; but unto them that are contentious, 


and do not obey the Truth, but obey .Unrigh- 
zeouſneſs, Tndignation and Wrath, J. ribula- 


tion and Anguiſh, 1985 oven Soul of. Man that 


8 dot h 2 vil. f Hh 


See, then, whan a wretched Piece of 
Folly the Sinner is guilty of, (how wiſe 


ſoever he may think himſelf, and how 
85 much ſoever he may deſpiſe the ſober Part 
of Mankind), when he firſt enters upon 

a Life of Wickedneſs. For he is then 
evidenclng to all the World, that, Life 


and Death being ſet before him, he. has 


determined his choice to the latter: A 
Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, that, 


28 Aid not Experience convince us that it is 


often made, we could hardly think it 6 


for a rational Creature to be ſo blind. O 


' Bleſſed God ! haſt thou fſet before us Happi- 


. and Aer, For a apts ond was 


I e 5 . 


muſt 
ſe he 
if he 
every 


who, 
ek for 
ternal 


urigh- 


ibula- 


n that 


ce of 
7 wiſe 
how 
Part 
upon 
then 


Life. 


e. has 
A 
that, 
| it is 
'Mble 
bo: -0 | 


Jappi- 


d fall 
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of Clory on the one Hand, and Torments endleſs ; 

and intolerable on the other ! haſt thou given 
us the Light of Reaſon to guide us, and ſu- 
peradded that of thy Holy Spirit to illumi. 
nate and inſtruct us; haſt thou implanted in 
our Natures a Dread of, and Averſion from, 


Pain and Misery, and an inſatiable and 
never-ceafing Thirſt a frer Happineſs ; and is 


it poſſible for us, after all this, to be 0 4 band 
and ſenſeleſi, fuch Enemies to aur own Souls, 
and fo. regardleſs of their eternal Welfare, os 


to prefer the dart Ways of Sin and Miſery _ 


Before thoſe bleſſed Paths that lead to the 


bright Regions of Bli iſs and Glory Alas! 


ſuch wretebed Fools are too many among Ms, 
20 b0, notwithſtanding all that thou haſt done 


fer us, will not hear len, nor be adviſed, but 


Ag run headlong. into oe ' Ways f 5 and De- 


; Wii joderd is a e Confde- 
3 kation: and What hall. we ſay. to. awaken 


Men out of this fatal Lethargy, and to 


inſpire them with a juſt Senſe of their 
- Danger? what, but intreat them to conſi. 
der, that, unleſt they repent, they will cer. 
tainh periſp? For the Wrath of Gadis revealed © = 
aer cg all bots mae and eee of _ '- wh 
I 8 Men: 5 5 | | bs 


* 


Poe 


— — A —— — — —— — — 
8 — » — — 


1 
n 
- S — I " 
« * 


„ 1 


5 


4 y * with implacable Fiends in everiafling; Bumm. 


* from the Face of him that fitteth on the 
f Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb,— 


as / 


. Creat Jnjeribites 


ap ark Men and though God winked at the Times 100 
. Ionorance ; yet now he commangeth all N 
* Men every where to repent; becauſe he hath . wh 


appointed a Day, in which be will judge the dia 
Morld in Righteouſucſs, by that Man"whom I f 
be hath ordained ; tobereaf be hath given 4/- po 


"© ſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed inę 
bim from the Dead. In that awful day, ſl 
Rev. vi, Sinners ill in vain call to the Mountains 
16, 11 and Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them 


For, when the great Day of his Wrath is 

| Tome, who ſhall then 17 able to fland ?— 
Who, indeed, ſhall be able to ſtand before 

*- the F. ace of an incenſed God, and hear 
him pronounce that dreadful Sentence, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 

ES Fire, prepared for the Devil and his” 
Angel —Ah! who can bear an Eternity 
1. xxxii-of —- and Deſpair ? Who can dwell 
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J are Confiderations of jofwite Me- 

1 ment and Concern, and fafficiently: ew 1 
. us the great Necgſÿity of denying Lago. NN £+ 
1 1 und ee A and living righs. | 4 
WM 1 TN e 3 8 


„„ 
nN " 
: - 
= — 
- 5 1 


i 


072 Es 1101 LIE. 


neouſly, ſoberly and godlily; - in this preſent 
Warld.. But becauſe the weightieſt Truths, 
when their Confequences are not imme- 
diately felt, are too apt to be diſregarded; 
I ſhall enlarge a little upon the great Im- 
Poxtance of a religious L. ife, by endeayour- 88 
8 to . cheſe three Thing: 3 | 


— 


ks That there is no ſolid b to be. 
attained in this Life, but! in the Practice * 
Religion. | g 


II. That as Religion is the 1 Tbiag 
a= can make us happy while we lire, ſo 
there! is nothing but a goed Life can give 
us any comfortable Proſpect, when we come 
to die. „„ ; 
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II. That a conſcientious Obſervance Y 
the Duties of Religion will not only make 
us live happily and die comfortably ; but. 
what is infinitely beyond all this, will moſt 
certainly be rewarded with eternal Hap- 


* 


e Life to come. 1 ny 
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Firſ, them: T ſhall endeavour to prove, 5 
1 That there is no folid Happineſs to be attained 
in this uy but in the Fractice * * . 
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7 2 Great Import Fance 


* has ever been the great Artifice of the 
Devil to poſſeſs the Minds of unthinking 
Men with an Opinion, that Religion is a ſour, 
moroſe, ill- natured Thing; an Enemy to 
whatever is pleaſa nt and chearful; and that 
* whoever engages in the Practice of it, muſt 
from that Inſtant renounce all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this Life. But as the 
Devil is the Father of Lies, it is no wonder 
that he ſets every Thing before us in a falſe 


$0 deceitful Light: It was by theſe 


Means he . deceived our firſt unhappy 
Parents, and it is by the ſame Methods 
he endeavours to betray their too cre- 
dulcus Poſterity. He is continually repte- 
fenting Evil as God, and, Good as Evil; 


l © putting Darkneſs for ' Light, and Light Jr 
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+Darkneſs. He knows that there: 1 is ſuch a 
Beauty and Comelineſs in Religion, as no 
one can behold i it but with Love and Admi- 
ration; and therefore he endeavours to 
draw a Veil over its Luſtre, and to raiſe 1 in 
eur Minds rightful. Ideas concerning it. 


| 6 Lee too many, alas! are miſled hy ſuch 
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Of a RELIOTIous Lirs. 5. 


But would Men be perſuaded dnce to- 

make the Experiment; would they forſage 
the dangerous Paths of Sin, and walk in 
the Way that leads to everlaſting Happi- 


neſs; would they retire from the Noſſe and 


Tumult of a looſe and diſordered Life, and 
liſten to the ſtill Voice of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, they would quickly find how groſsly 
hey have been cheared, and wonder how - 
it was poſſible they ſhould ſo long have 
been deceived. They would ſoon diſcover, 
the Beauty of Holi- 
eſs, and be thoroughly convinced that 
there is no Pleaſure like that of a good 
Conſcience ;-no real and ſelid Happineſs. 
but what rakes from a Life of Virtue and 


Holinefs. They would then bleſs: the 


happy Change they had made, and would. 
not part with their Intereſt in Heaven for 
the greateſt Enjoyments this World cou _-: + - | 
All thoſe empty Pleaſutes 
Which once captivated and enſnared them, 
Vould then appear mean and contemptible, 
and nothing would be thought:of any real 
Value, but what ſets them forward ac ee [5 
OT of Salvation, bo TH 3 e is 
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W The Great norte 


| Ohappy Man! (whoſoever Thou art) thae t 
haſt made this noble Trial, and by a true t 
and fincere Repentance art reſtored to the 
| Favour and Love of God ! Thou haſt ;urned n 
| away thine Eyes from Bebolding V. anity, and 
. - canſt now look up with Confidence to 
God, and reliſh the Pleaſures of a virtuous 
Life. How is thy Mind filled with Love 
and Joy and ee when Thou con- 
ſidereſt, that by the Grace and Goodneſs 
"of God, Thou art reſcued out of the Jaws 
of the devouring Lion, and art delivered 
DS from Fear and Shame and Sell. condemntt- 
tion: the ſure Attendants of. a guilty Con- 
| ſcience! Wes 
WE may fave fn liek of the Kappe 
of ſuch à Man, by conſidering what is the 
Pleaſure of a redeemed Captive when re- 
ſtored to his Country, his Liberty, And his 
Friends; or of a Mariner got ſafe to Shore 
3 after a Storm, wherein he was every Mo- 
ment in Expectation of being ſwallowed up 
dy the Deep. And yet it muſt be 9 88 
dhe Compariſon falls infinitely-th 
75 fs what Slavery 1 is ſo great as that of a Soul 
| under the Bondage and Dominion af Sin ? 
i what are che mol terrible i Don of 
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the Sea, when compared with thoſe to which 

the Sinner is continually expoſed * 1 
But have not ſome, it may be aſked· 
made Trial of Religion, and yet have found 


no Satisfaction therein; as may be con- 
chided from their returning again to their, 


former Courſe of Life? It is true, there are 


ſome Inſtances (and ſad ones they are, God 
knows) of ſuch, who after they have been 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the hea. 
venly Gift, and been made Partakers of the 
| Holy Ghoſt, have yet fallen away, and en- 
tered again into a Life of Sin and Debau- 
chery. But has this been owing. to a Diſ- 

like of Religion ?-By no means; but ra- 
ther to.4 want of Care in nor avoiding the 
: Company which has fo merly ſedueed them; 


or to a Forgetfulneſs, or at leaſt a Neglect, 


of the Vows and Reſolutions they have 
made; or, it may be, they- have fallen un- 
der ſome violent Temptation, which they 
"have, not ſo vigorouſſy. reſiſted fs they 
might and ought to have done: inſtances, 
however, of this kind, I truſt, are but 


rare. Whereas, on the other hand, how - 
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Company and Copferſwion of the Wicked; 

| and, having lamented the Folly and Mad- 

1 „ of their paſt Lives, have, from being 
1 the Slaves of Sin and Satan, become the 

[3 * 5 Servants of God ? Theſe will tell you, 
| 

| 


from their own Ex perience, that they have 
1 found more true Peace and Satisfaction in 
Fl jj _ conquering one vicious Habit, than ever 
1. they met with in the moſt ſenſual Enjoy- 
ment; that all their paſt. ſinful Pleaſures 
_ yield them now. no other Fruits, than thoſe | 
bitter ones of Shame and Remorſe: That j in 
— Religion, on the contrary, they find ſuch a 
Spring of Comfort continually refreſhing 
their Souls, as they would not part with for 
all that chis World can poſſibly give them; 
1 3 that they taſte ſuch a Pleaſure in the Service 
1 9 ram of God, as makes them, with holy David, de- 
| vile For | fire to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the 
Days of their Lives, to bebold the fair Beauty | 
b: | j "FL : © of the Lord, and to diſit his Te emple ; and, like 
| 


him, eſteem it better to be a Deor- teeper in 
the Houſe of the Lord, one of the meaneſt of 
' God's Servants, than to dwell in the Tents of | for 
dee amidſt the Delights and Plea- the 
a of, a e and i ee World,- ing 
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Indeed, nothing can give a Man fo ex- 1 85 


quilite a Satisfaction, as to reflect upon the 


Actions of a well-ſpent Liſe; to conſider 
that he has made God his Friend, and 
ſecured. an Intereſt in the Favout of Him, 


who is the eternal Source and Fountain of 
all Good; infinite in Merey and Loving- 


kindneſs, as well as in Power; not only 
able, but willing and ready, to help and 
aſſiſt him in all Difficulties: a Being to 
whom he may have Recourſe under all 
Trials and Temptations, under the greateſt 
Calamities and Troubles of Life; to whom 
he may lay open all his Wants and Infir - 
mities, pour forth all his Sorrows and Af. 


flictions, and may at all Times with Conſi- 


dence look up, as being aſſured that be 
has a 
Chrift the Righteous, in whom we. bave 


Redemption through his Blood, eden ibe For- 
| giveneſs of. « Sins; and who is able to ſaue 


them to. the l that come unto Go N26. 
him, ſeeing hg ever liveth to make Interceſſion 


for them. I ſay, for a Man to coplider : . 


theſe Things; to think that he is anſwer- 


ge) the End 1 bis Creation ; * he is 


; (008 > 
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powerful Interceſſor in Heaven, * i. 14 
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Pe Great importante 


e ihe Work for which he is ent into 
the Forld ; ; that he is become a Member 
of Chrift, a Child of God, and an Huberitor 
4 the. Kingdom of Heaven: How muſt ſuch 
Thou ghts. chear and refreſh his ſoul with 

4 Poli, ſubſtantial, and laſting pleaſure; 
1 Compariſon e all the vain and 
empty e of any beta] are as 


in. 


But then, on a the contrary,” for 4. nickel 
Man 40 conſider, that the Face * the Lord 


15 againſt, them that do Evil, and conſequent! J 


- that he is in the Number of thoſe. againſ 

hom God has declared his eiſpieifure; : 
that, inſtead of working out his Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling, he is daily heaping up 


Fee bimfelf Wrath againſt the Day F Ifrath ; 
anch though (it way be) he is now clathed 


aught he knows, it may not be m 


with. Purple and fine Linen, and "fares ſump 
' Tuouſly gvery Day: though he may at pre-. 


ent live in all the Gaiety and Splendor 


the komp and Luxury, of a great Fortune, 
| yet there will come a Time (and, for 
any Mo- 
ments off) when he ſhall be ſtript of al 
bis- Pleaſures and Enjoyments, and, wan 
even 4 ITO of 1 to cool his Tongue + ] 

| . os "Sureh 


ſcienc( 
and th 
geanc 
neſs 9- 
himſe 
others 
und 1 
Mind 
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will b 
Folly 
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writing upon the Mall, make him tremble, 
even in the midſt of his groutel} Mirth and 


J ollity. 


ſcience, the 


geance, conſiſtent with a ſtate of Happi- 
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Surely, ſuch Thoughts as theſe muſt ſtrike 
the Sinner with Horror and Amazemient, 
and, like Belſbaꝛzar when he ſaw the Hand- 


And can a Man with ſuch Reflections! in 
his Mind (and theſe, or ſomething like 
theſe, will be ſure to haunt the Sinner) be 
ſaid to be 5 - Are the Stings of Con- 

r 


ors of an Almighty Judge, 
and the dreadful Expectations of God's Ven- 2 


nefs?—Alas ! the Libertine may flatter 
himſelf as he pleaſes; and think ts deceive 
others, by putting on an Air of Gatety | 
and Pleaſantnefs; but, it is certain, his 
Mind can never be long at reſt, While he 
carries about him a faithful Monitor, that 
will be continually upbtaiding him for his 
Folly and Madneſs; repreſenting before 
his Eyes the Dangers he is expoſed to, 
and-croffing him, as it were, in his Way, 
while he is in füll Purſuit of his unlawful = 
Pleaſures. And though he may perhaps 
be able . to fllegce che . N 
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_ Of a ReLicrovs Lien, 
ind great Evils to which he is expoſed, 


Are not Pains and Aches, Rottenneſs and 
Diſeaſes, the natural Effects of Luſt and In- 
emperance ? Poverty and broken Fortunes, 
ff Pride and Prodigality ? Does not Paſſion, 


doſe Men to miſchievous, and, many times, 


Theft, and Murder, bring upon others a 
ameful and untimely. End? How many 


From whence comes Wars and  Fightings 


as il Pence, even of your Lufts that war in your 
ind Calamities which ſome Men labour un. 


pf Men's Luſts and Paſſions, and to have 


ditious Deſires, and the Gratification of 


ortion heir unruly Luſts and Appetites. In- 8 
leed, how can it be otherwiſe, if We 
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beſides the Torments of a guilty Conſcience. 


and Anger, and Revenge, frequently | -- 
atal Quarrels and Contentions f Robbery, 
yils are there in. the World, that are 
he immediate Effects of Men's Vices! 

among Hon ? fays St. James; come they mot lam. i. bo. 


Members? And from the ſame fatal Source 1 
Ire derived many of thoſe other Evils 


ler. If we trace them to their Original, 
ve ſhall find them to be the natural Fruits. 


proceeded from their covetous and am- 
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1 pe 6 | The great 22 E 
1 =» Prov. xi. abe Houſe of the. Witked : and that ol is an 
TH. - purſaeth Sinners? How can any Thing bulic;- 
T8 * _' Miſery attend him, who bas hos 1 2222 
anger of an Almighty God 2 * Fandin 
13.8 Let us now confider, what is che Lan 21 
' WS and Portion of good Men in this World Pain 1 
[il and whether the Practice of Virtue anſWrecious 
| Righteouſneſs is not the moſt- likely wajſon/ de/ 
17. a Man can take to promote his preſent ¶ Length 
1 _ well as future Happineſs, and to make hier 4. 
1 Pilgrimage here on Earth a State of tole ays ar 
[1 I able Eaſe and Comfort. e aths a; 
'*\ Solomon had as much Experience of t rſtand 
5 Pleaſures of the World as ever Man ha(reaſur 
au tried as many Ways to make bin dn 

felf happy as- his Heart could deviſe / wit! 


| bert . i. having kepy, nothing from his: Fyes that th 

| Aęſtred; nur ꝛwith.- held bis Heart from al 
"Foy; and yet, when he came to cpſt v 
the Account, he found this to be the Sui 
olf it, that all was Vanity and Pexation 
Prov. iii. Sirſti. Accordingly, when he is in{teul 
33 ing his Son-in the Ways of true Happ 


„ 2 he adviſes him to get Wiſdonr r, as it 

Vydecandng: for, Wiſdom, ſays be, ig, 71 

| Principal Thing: therefore get Wi dom; an is U 
1 05 be all 15 uh, get 3 And £2 


* 


Of 4 Keriowns Lips. 
is an Encouragement to do ſo, he tells 


han the Merchandize of Silver, and the 


ays are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all her 
aths are Peace. This Wiſdom and Un- 


72 of this World: (for that. 1 18 Fooliſh 
fs with God, 1 Cor. iii. 19.) ; but Vit is 
e Niſdom that cometh Fong above, which _ 


iſſom of liring in the Fear and Love 

God, and in a ſtrict Obedience to his 
. The Fear of the Lord, © 
e ee of the Holy is Underftquding. 


il is ee . 
. | Behold 


i; 


ain thereof than fine Gold. She is more” 
recious than Rubies, aud all the T, hings thou + 
anft defire are not to be compared unto ber. 
ength of Days is in ber right Hand, and in 
left Hand Riches and Hanour. Her 


ſtanding, which he recommends, as a 
reaſure of ſo great Value, is not the 


il make us wife unto Salvation *. 54 the 


at as it is in Job, Bebold the Fear of ide —_ 
2 That is Wiſdom ; 5 oY to «AP e 2 


dim,” that Happy is - the Man that finaeth . 
dom, and the Man that getteth Under- 13, Sc. 
Fanding : For the Merchandize of it is better 


. 
= 
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ys. he, is the Beginning of Wiſdom, ae ix. 8 6 
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8 The Great Inporignes. 
- Behold then the Excellency of Rel 


| ont. it not only ſecures to us a R 
; verſion of endleſs. Happineſs, but make 


our Lives at preſent eaſy and delightfy ul: th 


very paths of Rehgion are pleaſant, as We 
as the End to which they lead. It is true, Vic 
has its preſent Pleaſures as well as Virtuc 


but then there is this Difference betwee 
the Pleaſures of Sin are weak 
ſhort-lived, and only varniſhed over; tl 
begin and end almoſt in, the, ſame Ma 
ment, and can never be purchaſed by 
at the Expen ce of much ſucceeding Troubl 
Shame, and Self-condewnation: _ Where 


- thoſe Which reſult from a holy and i 


- Vgious Life, are ſubſtantial, fincere, Real 


and ſecurę: they leave no Diſguſt up 


the Mind; no Loathings and Diſlike; 
neither accompanied with Shame, nor fi 
lowed with Remorſe or Sadneſs: thi 
bitter Allays to all finful - Gratificatio 
« We may talk of Pleaſures and Enid 
* ments, ſays a * Great, Prelate of 0 
„ Church, but no man ever truly foul 
4. them, till he became acquamted wi 
God, and was made ſenſible of 
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Lins and Partaker of his Heavenly 
Favours, and lived in an entire Friend - 
ſhip and Communion with bim.“ No 
ertaiuly; Religion is the only Happi- 5 
eſs of a rational Creature, the only Thing | 
hat can give us any true and real Satiſ- 
action; all other Pleaſures are, at beſt, 
ut ſhort. and tranſitory ; but in Religion | 
e find a Delight and Satisfaction, which 
ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting; a Delight 1 
hat grows and e Unger Thought, * a 
ad Reflection. . by 
„Whenever (% uſe the Words of an- 
ber excellent Perſon) an Action is good 
and virtuous, it is not only natural, but 
carries with it a Felicity flowing from, 2 

and eſſential to, the very Nature of it. 
Paternal, conjugal, filial Affection; are 

they. not full of Delight? Juſtice, Friend- 

ſhip, 8 yd all the Offices of Hu- 

manity, and the whole Train of Victues; 8 
does not the Exerciſe of them adminiſter - -_ - 

the moſt fiñcere and laſting Joy? The 
Propenſity there is in us towards them, 
and the SatisfaQion there is in the bs 


doing of them, "INS. in \ Diſpolitions | 15 
N 10 


Rel 
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4 placency of Mind, and a gratulating 


cCarries about with him, and which nei. 


5 7 * Great Importance | O 
ee not debauched, lead moſt irefitiby N 
« to the practice of them: We have, when akes q 
ce yye are about them, no boding, miſgiving 
« Thoughts, no forbidding Whiſpers, 
& no ſecret Reluctancy: Comfort, Com- 


« Conſcience, always accompany. ſuch Ac 
- tions.” 

What a perpetual Source 1 joy avl 
comfort is a good Conſcience ! It glad. 
dens the Heart, chears and refreſhes the 
Soul, and fills the Mind with a conſtant 
Serenity and Chearfulneſs, which is infi- 
nitely to be preferred before the noiſy 

_ Mirth of Fools and Madmen: He that 

is poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable Jewel, has 

a Treaſure greater than all the Riches of 
the Indies: A Treaſure, which he always 


ther the Malice of the Devil, - nor the 
 Wickedneſs of Men, can rob him of. 


And fo. long as he retains this Fund of 
Joy and Comfort (as he may always doe. V 
unleſs he is wretchedly wanting to him- Poul is 
ſelf), he ean never be truly miſerable. For ha. 
A good Conſcience, as It gives a Reliſh to alle F 

J r 
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Of aRRATOIous Live. 
gur outward 'Enjoyments; ſo it abates and 
akes off the Edge of the ſharpeſt Afflic- 
ion; and not only enables a Man to 

ir up under preſent Evils, but fortifies.” 
im againſt. the Dread and Apprehen- 
on of future ones. It arms him with 
ourage and Reſolution, and gives him 
uch a Firmneſs and Preſence of Mind, 

makes bim able to endure the greateſt . 
Shock. Solomon obſerves, that the tcled Pror. 
lee, when no Man. purſueth; but the Rigbte- is 
us are bold as a Lion. And the Holy | 
P/almift tells us, that a geod Man 3 7 
ot be afraid of - any evi! Tidings: for bis 
eart  flandeth faſt, and belie veth in the 
ord. 'T be Lord, ſays he, is my Light pm 
nd my Salvation; ; . hom then-fhall I 1 1. 
be Lord is the Strength -of my Life 3; . 
phom ſhall I. be afraid? Zea, though. . A ill. 
alk througb ibe Valley of the Shadow of 4. 
Jeath, I will fear no Evil; for thou art 
ith me, thy Rod and thy Staff comfort 
e. What indeed ſhould He fear, whoſe 
oul is anchored upon the Rock of Ages; 
bo has: the God. of Jacob for his Help:;, pc 


extni, 


. is in the Lord bis Cod? He. 
S115 h 


6 1 SP Griat ROT" 
Tus that ke is in the Hands of x a mol 

gracious and merciful Father, and is full 

perſuaded that all Things ſhall work tag 
5 ther for good to them that love bim: Hei 
4 Fr ... aſſured, that he Eye of the Lord is up 
155 18. "them that fear him; upon them that hi 
mm his Mercy 10 deliver their Soul fru 
5 Death, and to keep them” alive in Famin 
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1 6 And therefore he can rejoice in G Perſor 
eerxen in the midſt of Trouble and Aﬀi ever . 
[Ki tion, when he conſiders, that as his Atbink, 
i flictions come from the Hands of a go orlc 
I and gracious Being, who. does nat willinMTh at, 
4  afflift the Children of Men; ſo he knogWCount 


f. that as the Time is ſhort; they can be 
* 2 Car. iv, no long Continuance, and that, if he mal 
mit Uſe- of them, bey wwill..work | 


great. 
ſup 
Mus Pi 


a bim a far more exceeding. 1 eternal Wei under: 
1 7 ä All of 
I „ See then the Folly: ane! Madgefs vever, 


Meaſur 
ill n 
ul Af 
his Be 
he dar 


Pf. FL. li, 8. thoſe that tate not Gud for their Streng 
En * 2 truſt to the Multitude of their. Rac 
= 5 ene Arengiben themſelves in their Wick 
F u, and think by theſe Means to be 

. 1 80 tiſied againſt the Exils of this Life! 
55 Alas! 'T here. are numberleſs Calami 
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mol from which Wealth- and Power can never 


fulh ſhelter us: : and therefore if a Man with-. 
tag draws his T ruſt in God, and takes Sanctuary 
Hei in the Strength of his Wickedneſs, he will 


find himſelf miſerably miftaken when the 


ay of Adverſity comes upon him. The 
fru Weight of Sin ſuperadded to that of tem- 


amin poral Evils, is a Burthen greater than any 
Vol Perſon is able to bear. It is certain, what- 
Afflu ever the Great - ones of this World may 
is Mthink, nothing can alleviate the Force of - 
go Worldly Troubles but a good Life. It is 
bil hat, and 7. hat only, which ig a ſufficient 
kno Counterpoiſe to balance the Weight of any 
be great Affliction: Nothing elſe is ſufficient 
malo ſupport a Man in the Emil. Days of 
ork Wi: Pi igrimage,.. and to ſuſtain his Spirit 
Me under the greater Calamities of this Life. 
all other Experiments, how promiſing 
be ver, will be found vain and ineffectual. 
he Conſciouſneſs of having in ſome 
Meaſure lived holily and unblameably, _ 
in make him look up with a chear- 
ul Aſſurance to the great Supporter of 
iis Being; enable him to ſee through 
he darkeſt, Cloyds 7 Oy and Aﬀic- N 
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tion; and behold\ with an Eye of Faith 
that heavenly Country to which be is tra- 
velling, and where he hopes ſhort!y tog ar- 


rive. And this, though it will not wholly 
remove the Afflictions which God is ſome- 
times pleaſed, for wiſe and good Ends, to 


ſend uf on ſome Men in this Life, nor make 
us inſenſible of the Pangs that attend 


them; yet it will mightily leſſen and ener- 
vate their force, and enable us to bear 


up under them with Courage and even 


Chearfulneſs. For, how ſtrong a Conſolation 


muſt it be for a good Man, under bodily 
Pains, or Grief of Mind, to contemplate a 


State where there ſhall. be no more Sorrow, 
no more Pain, and where all Tears ſpall be 
wiped for ever from his Eyes ! Or, if he is 


under the Preſſure of Want and extreme 
| Neceflity, how muſt it ſupport and re- 


lieve his ſinking Spirits to conſider, that he 


ni. has a father in Heaven, who will never leave 


him, nor for ſake him, how much foever he may 
at preſent think fit todeprive him of outwayd 
Comforts! and that there is no Perſon in 


the World ſo great, ſo proſperous, or ſo 
happy, but that (having a little Patience) 
he himſelf ſhall be more 01 | 


{ 


Th 
Head 
thor 
ſence 
this 
Read 
of th; 
* Hoy 
Interc; 
Souls 
telle 
Med 
oper 

and 
Crea 
look 

and 
chee 
midfi 
paſs 
at ha 
any t 


of a1 


midſt 
to thi 
withi 


Of a REeticrovs LITE. 10 29 | 
The Sum of what I have ſaid upon this F 
Head is ſo elegantly expreſſed by the Ab. 
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ar- thor of a late Eſſay upon the Omnipre. 
olly ſence of God, that, I believe, I ſhall leave ö 
me- this Reflection more ſtrongly upon my gl 
, to Reader's Mind, if 1 give him the Words 10 
ake Hof that unknown, but excellent, Perſon. 19 


end Ws How happy' (ſays he, ſpeaking of the 
ner- ¶ Intercourſe there is betwixt . God and the 
bear Souls of good Men), © how happy is an in- 
even telletual Being, who, by Prayer and 
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ation Meditation, by Virtue and good Works, [ 
odily WM opens this' Communication between God 


ate a and his own Soul! Though the whole 


row, ¶ Creation frowns upon him, and all Nature 

all be looks black about him, he has his Light * 

he is and Support within him, that are able to ai 
treme f cheer his Mind, and bear him up in the | 


d re- 
1at he 


midſt of all FI Horrors which encoms 
paſs him. He knows that his Helper is 


leave at hand, and is always nearer to him than 
e may any thing elſe can be which is capable 
tward of annoying or terrifying him: in the 


ſon in midſt of Calumny or Contempt, he attends ” 
or ſof to that Being, who whiſpers better Things 1 2 
within his Soul, and "wiki he looks - 
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to be nothing elſe but the breaking-down 
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The Great Importance. 
upon as his Defender, his Glory, and the 
Liter. up of his Head, In his deepeſt 
- Solitude and Retirement he knows, that 
be is in Company with the greateſt of 
* Beings; and perceives within himſelf ſuch 
real Senfations of his Preſence, as are 


* more delightful than any thing that can 


be met with in the Converſation of his 
© Creatures, Even in the Hour of Death 


he conſiders the Pains of his Diſſolution 


8K 


8 j 


of that Partition, which ſtands betwixt his 


4 « Soul and the Sight of that Being, who is 


always preſent with him, and is about 


ED manifeſt ſelf to him in Fulneſs of 


8 
If we ak be this happy, (to 80 
on with the Words of this pious Author) 
© and thus ſenfible of our Maker's Pre- 
< ſence,-; from. the ſecret Effects of his 
0 2 and Goodneſs; we muſt keep 
« ſuch: a Watch over all our Thoughts, 
0 that, in the Language of the Scripture, 
* his Soul may have Pleafure in us; we 


- 4. muſt take care not to grieve. his Holy 


« Spirit, but endeavour to make the Me- 
e ̃ 5 5 + dirations 


a RELIGIOUS LITE. 


c Nature could dire& Seneca to this Doc- 


uch his Epiſtles; ſacer ineſt in nobis Spiritus, 


can & quemadmodum nos illum traftamus, ita 
So * & ile nos, There is a Holy Spirit reſid- 
* ing in us, who watches and obſerves both 
* good and evil Men, and will treat us after 
755 the ſame manner that we treat him. But 
ak x be I ſhall "conclude* (ſays the ſame Au- 
EP thor) © this Diſcourſe with thoſe more em- 


© unto him, and make our Abode with him.” 


livers' us from thoſe uneaſy Reflections 


us from thoſe Evils, which are the im- 


3 * : . = . uy 
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* itations of our Hearts always acceptable 
jn his Sight, that he may delight thus 10 
elt c refide and dwell in us. "The Light. of 


* trine, in a very remarkable Paſſage among 


are “ bonorum malorumgue Cuſtos & Obſervator: 


J of * phatical Words in Divine Revelation: If 
' any Man love me, be will keep my Word, and | 
© my Father will love him, and we will come 


1 have thus far confidered a good g 
Life, Firſt, as it fills our Minds wink 
Joy and Peace and Comfort, and de- 


which haunt and torment” the Sinner: * 
And, Secondly, as it 1s: A Means to ſecure i 


ene Effects La Sin; and * 
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us under ſuch Afflictions as it pleaſes God, 
many Times, to ſend upon good Men in 
this World. I ſhall now conſider it with 
reſpect to ſome. other Advantages it hath 
above that of a wicked Courſe of Actions: 
and J hope it will fully appear, that there 
is nothing ſo likely to ſecure a, Man's Hap- 
pineſs in this World, as a ſtrict Obſervance; 
of the Precepts and Duties of Religion. 
St. Peter lays it down as an undoubted 
Truth, that whoſoever deſires to live happi- 
. ini. ly, muſt live holily. He that will love Life, 
i 20, iz. ſays he, and ſee-good Days, let bim refrain 
= his Tongue from Evil, and his Lips that they 
peak no Guile ; let bim eſchew Evil, and di 
Good. And the Reaſon that temporal Proſ- 
perity is ſo likely to be the Lot and Portion 

1 Per, ii; Of the Religious Man is, becauſe the Eye 
12. ef the Lord are over the Righteous, and bit 
Pl. xxtv. Ears are open unto their Prayers; but the 
5, 16. Face of the Lord is againſt them that do Evil. 
It is very evident, from the whole Tenor 
of the Scriptures, that the Providence. of 
God does very much. intereſt itſelf 1 in the 
Care and Support of good Men in this 
World. © "oe _ ſee, __ the holy 
„„ So 5 e 
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Pſalm iſt, how gracious the Lord is! Bl: ſear Pſ. xxxiv. 
is the Man that truſteth in him. O fear ye 9 
the Lord, ye that are his Saints: for, they 
that fear him lack nothing. The Lions do 

lack, and ſuffer Hunger ; but they who ſeek - 

the Lord ſhall a ant no manner of thing that 

is good. Flow remarkable are the Words 

of the wiſe Son of Sirach to this Purpoſe ! 

Look at the Generations of old, ſays he, did Eeclef, i. 
Jever any truſt in the Lord, and was con- 
ounded ?- or did any abide in bis Fear, and 


0 was forſaken ? or whom did he ever deſpiſe | 


that called upon bim? Add to this that 

Obſervation of- Holy David: 1 have been plaxrvil. 
oung, and now am old; yet ſaw I never 25 

the Righteous forſaken; nor his ſeed bezging 

their Bread. On the contrary, I haus ver, + 
ten, ſays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 37. 

end flouriſbing like a green Bay-tree : I went 

by, and, lo! he was gone; I. fought bim, 

but his Place could no where be found. The 
ontemplation of God's watchful Provi- 

dence over good Men made the devout | -- 
?/almift reſolve and ſay, I will always givepr, x xxxiv. 

Thanks unto the Lord ; bis Trait * ever. 
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The Great Importance 
It is certain, that God is à Being of infinite 


Purity and Holineſs : and as he muſt there: ¶ Fare. 
fore hate Iniquity with the utmoſt Hatred; N Hand 

ſo there is no doũbt, but a ſerious and con- ¶ Head 
ſcientious Obſervance of the Duties of Re. Hand, 
ligion will recommend a Man to his Favour Hauri, 

and Protection. He that feeds the Fowl tha; j 
of the Air, clothes the Graſs of the Field bas 7 
and is of a Nature ſo diffuſively bountiful, as wel 
as to make his Sun to riſe on the Evil, as well we n 
232 on the Good, and ſends his Rain both o Obſer 
the Juſt and Unjuſt ; will undoubtedly in a Religi 
more peculiar manner bleſs the Laboum take 

of an honeſt and induſtrious man, and pro. N and + 
wide for thoſe that fear him and keep hit happy 
commandments. I would not be under: An 
| Rood to ſay, that never any wicked Mani not on 
hath proſpered, nor any good Man been put fed 
unſucceſsful in this World: for, it pleaſes For, le 
God many Times, for wiſe and good Ends, ther he 


to ſuffer the Righteous to fall into-great ings, 
Perplexities and Diſtreſſes. However, ſince gon 3 2 

Ic Ty 13. the Seriptures aſſure us, that #he Lon 
e Blefs the Rizhteous, and compaſs hin 
rat. 3. 011 Fuvcur as ' With-a: i er en 

5 5 1 4 


Of a RELIOGIOVSs LIFE. 35 
and Riches ſhall be in the Houſe of him that | 
| feareth the Lord, and delighteth in his Com-pl. cxii. 1. 
mandments ; that Bleſſings ſhall be upon bis prov. x. G. 
Head; that the Houſe of the Righteous ſballxii. 7. 
tand, and the Tabernacle of the Upright ſhal[xiv. 11. 


your Bl flouriſh; that it ſhall be well with them kEecleſ. 
owl il that fear God; and in ſhort, that Godlingſ vii. 12. 
Tela bas the Promiſe of the Life that now ig, 1 Tim. iv. 
iful, as well as of that ꝛvbich is to cone; I thinks. 


wel we may certainly conclude, that a ſtrict 
th Obſervance of the Duties of the Chriſtian 
in Religion, is the moſt likely Way a Man can 
ours take to thrive and proſper in the World, 
Pro; and to make his: Life comfortable and. 
> büſ happy. | 

nder And of this Truth we may. be cerise | 
Manz not only from the Teſtimony of Serijpture, 
beeuſſ but from the Reaſon and Nature of Things. 
os For, let any one conſider and tell me, whe- 
ther he who is juſt and true in all his Deal- 
ings, honeſt and ſincere in all his Profeſ- 
fions, and faithful to his Word and Fro 
miſes; who is diligent and induſtrious in 
his Calling; who makes it his conſtant Rule 7 
to do to all men as he would they ſhould do 
10 him; z and is ſo far from endeavouring to 
TG 0 . over- 15 
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| over-reach and defraud bis Nelbbour, that Ml the! 

he chooſes rather to forego the greateſt Ml he v 

Gain, than purchaſe it at the Expence of ,,;11 | 

the leaſt Injuſtice: I ſay, let any one tell the 

me, whether it is not much more. proba- alwa, 

ble, that ſuch an one ſhould enlarge his glad 

Fortune in the World, than he that acts Inter 

the very reyerſe of all this; that practiſes 2. 

all the Arts of Cheating and Lying, of what 

« Orer-reaching and Circumvention, and is He 

ſtoops to every Thing, how baſe and diſ- inis x 

honeſt ſoever, which he thinks will turn to will! 

bis preſent Profit; that conſiders not ſo (Duti 

much how honeſt and upright bis Actions to a 

are, as how profitable; and cares not what Body, 

his Neighour ſuffers by his Injuſtice, if he Luft, 

ö himſelt does but get by it. Such a man Effed 

wheff he comes to be known. (as he wil pied? 

not be able long to conceal himſelf), wil bath. 

certainly Joſe his Credit and Reputation; bath - 

he will become bated and deſpiſed, and Cauſe. 

every one will be afraid te have any tarry 

Wh Dealings with him. On the other mixed 

= -: hand, the honeſt and upright Man (be- ſome! 

1 20h fides the Bleſſing of God, which he ean- by th: 
$ not fail of) will be ſure io meet with 
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he will have few, if any, Enemies ; but 
will have many Friends, and thoſe ſome of 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, who will be 
always ready to help and affiſt him, and be 


Intereſt and Happineſs. 

2. Another great Bleſſing of Life; and 
what gives a Reliſh to all other Enjoyments, 
is Health. And who is more likely to obtain 
this Bleſſing than'the Religious Man ? for 
will not Temperance, Sobriety, and Virtue 


to a ſound and vigorous Conſtitution of 


Luſt, and Intemperance z the miſchieyous 


nied ? Who hath- Mos? 


bath Babling ? who hath Wounds without 
Cauſe ? who bath Redneſs of Eyes? They that 
tarry long at-the Wine, they that go to ſeek 
mixed ine. What Sickneſs and Diſeaſes have 
ſome Men brought upon themſelves, merely 


the Love and Eſteem of all that know him: _ 


glad of every opportunity of an his 


Outies which he practiſes), conduce more 
Body, than Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, 


Effects of which are too viſible to be pros 
(ſaid Solomon) who xxiii. 
bath Sorrow? who: -bath Contentions ? who 29) 28 | 


by their Exceſſes and Debaucheries ! Dif- 
70 n n not terminated with their 
n 8 * i Hee? O 
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i The Great © Importance 
1 own Lives, but have been entailed upon 
I their unhappy Poſterity! And how can it 
C_ be otherwiſe, unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to 
| change the Nature of Things? for, if Men. 
1 will run into thoſe Exceſſes which inflame 
1 and corrupt their Blood; it is no Wonder 
; | that a Fever, or Dropſy, or ſome more fatal 
| 1 Diſtemper, ſhould proceed from ſuch Diſor- 
1 ders. And when a vicious or debauched 
þ Parent has brought Rottenneſs into his own 
1 Bones; though the Children may be free 
lit from the Vices of their Father, yet they fre- 
5 quently feel all their Lives the miſchievous 
„ Effects of his Tranſgreſſions. 
[| "yo Again: a cheerful and contented Min 
4 is another great Blefling of Life; for, 
|| vibe! it, nothing in this World can make 
id us happy. And by what means ſhall a Man 
| 1 obtain this, but by the Practice of Reli- 
j.0 gion ?-That will teach him to reſign his Will 
2 to God, to ſubmit to all the Diſpenſarions 
i -46f his Providence, and to be patient and 
4 eaſy; chearful and ſatisfied, under ever) 
1 Diſappointment and Trouble he mei 
[ 1 with; as knowing that God is the ſoye- 
5 reign Diſpoſer of all Things; a Being of 
4 infinite Goodneſs, Kindneſs, and Love; 
468 e . that 
1 Y 2 « at = , 


Of @Rericrovs Livre, 

that He does not willingly Mitt the Children 
of Men, but makes every Thing work together | 
for good to them that love him. And how 
quiet, eaſy, and contented, muſt ſuch a 
Man be under all Events! He has learned, 
with St. Paul, how to abound, and bo 
to want; and as he is not puffed up with 
the one, ſo neither is he caſt down, when, 
it pleaſes God to ſend the other; but goes 
through the World with a chearful, even, 
and contented Mind, undiſturbed by that 


Inquietude, Impatience, and Diſcontent, 
from which a proud, envious, and ambiti- 


ous, Man is ſeldom, if ever, fre, 
4. Peace is another great Bleſſing, 
bighly conducive, to the Happineſs of 
Life: and to this the religious Man has N 
the juſteſt Claim. He conſiders, that, Fi John ir. - WM 
God % loved: ns, as'to ſend his Son to be RR 
 Propitiation for our Sins, we ought alſo to 
love one another; and therefore he is an 
Enemy to no Man, but kind and goocd- = 
natured and obliging to all; and, if an, Mi 
one is ſo unreaſonable as to reward him q 
Evil for Good, (as. the Eſalniſt complains | ill AR 
ſome had done to himſelf) yet, in Imita. 
bon ef hi . Saviour, W r 


— 


40 


1 Pet. ii. Bim. 


ien above, which 


7 he G reat Inportane 4 


..-.-. WE ſers before him, he don 
Watt. v. Good to them that hate him, and prays for 
448 them that deſpitefully uſe him, and perſecult 


When he is reviled, he reviles not 
25 again; when he ſu uffers, he threatens. not, 


» But committeth himſelf. to him that judgetl 


 Tighteou/ly, He reſolves, as St. Paul ad- 
+ dh; ir. viſes, to put away all \Bitterneſs,. and 


7c Wrath and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil. 


Dn with all Malice; and endea- 
Jam. iii, yours to attain. that Viſdom which is 
is - firſt pure, tben 


peaceable, gentle, and ea ſy to be intreated, 
| Full. of Mercy and good Fruits. And this 


8 Principle of Love, and Charity, and 


Good - will to Mankind, as it renders the 

Mind quiet and eaſy, calm and compoſed; 
io it makes a Man not only happy! in him 
elf, but à Bleſſing and Comfort to all 
about him; and conſequently attracts the 
all thoſe that ſee and feel the kind and 
pf. cxix, benign Influences of ſo divine a T emper. 


4883. Great Peace, ſays the Pſalmiſt, have "they 


which love thy Lau, and nothing 
fend them. 


ul of 


Love, and Eſteem, and. Admiration, :of 


And the Prophet. aſſures us, 


If. xai. Tout: the. Work- wy nn ſball. be 
. , Peace; 


Peace 
Quiet 
Bu 
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| Water caſt up Mire and Dirt. He is a 


O Fa RELIiGrtovs DIE. 
Peace; and the 52 of Righteouſneſs, | 
Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 

But now, on the other hand, the Life 
of an angry and revengeful Man is al 
Storm and Tempeſt: he is lite 8c vi. 
troubled Sea when it rannot reſt; whoſe 10. 


Stranger to Peace, and all the bleſſed 
Fruits and Effects of it; for, where En- James iti, 
vying and Strife is, there is Confuſi Fon ande: 
every evil Work. His Mind is continually © 
reſtleſs and uneaſy, agitated to and fro 
with the violent Force of unruly Paſſions, ' 
which lead him on from one Evil to. am 
other, and frequently hurry him into thoſe 
that are of a very miſchievous Conſe- 
quence. What Miſery and Torment muſt 
a Man feel, who is poſſeſſcd with a 
Spirit fo directly contraiy to that of the 
Goſpel} how little ean he taſte of the 
true happineſs of Life, whoſe Mind is 
always diſcordant and out of Tune! He 
may perhaps Poſſeſs a great deal of the 
World, but can enjoy very little of it: 
for, what Comfort can He find from any 
Thing in this World, who has no Peace 
in wo own n Mind; who is at Enmity with _ 
' u | 


and Quiet, and with a contented Mind, 


. contrary Diſpoſition can reap from large 


The Great Inportance 
| himſelf, and with almoſt every one elſe, 
and is capable of being put out of 
Humour by every trifling, croſs . Acci- 
dent? Is it poſſible for a Man of ſuch 
a Temper to be happy, even in the mid 
of the greateſt Proſperity ? No, certainly: 
it is the meek-ſpirited, that our Saviour 
hath pronounced Bleſſed ; they ſhall inherit 
_ the Earth, and be refreſhed, as the Pfalmif 
ſpeaks, in the Multitude of Peace, and ſhall 
find a real Comfort in whatever they poſ- 
ſeſs; which, though it ſhould happen to 
be but little, yet, being enjoyed in Peace 


i 
if it 
with 
inſt ill 
ciples 
them 4 
of thei 
Fear 
ſets be 
Exam: 
Pride 
thoſe] 
only- 1 
and he 
vill undoubtedly yield them a much greater W520! 
and truer Satisfaction, than a Man of 


Poſſeſſions and ample Revenues. 
5. I ſhall mention but one Advantage 
more which a good Man has above a 
wicked one as to this World; and that 
is, in reſpect of dutiful and obedient: Child. 
ren: Which is allowed by all to be a great 
Bleſſing in itſelf, and is what, I think, the 
former has much more Reaſon to ex- 
8 _ and eg Rt, ma the n les 
| 5 54 2 


Of # REL1G10US LIr E. 
if it pleaſes God to bleſs a good Man 


inſtill into- their tender Minds the Prin- 
ciples of Virtue and Religion; he teaches 
them to remember their Creator in the Days 
of their Youth ; and brings them up in = 
Fear and Admogition of the Lord. 

ſets before them, in his own Conduct, 5 
Example of a holy and religious Life; 
and endeavours to wean them from the 
Pride and Vanity of the World, and from 
thoſe hurtful Luſts and Paſſions, which tend 
only to make them miſerable both here 


Knowled ge which is uſeful and profitable, 


ing of themſelves and of their Duty, and 


Parent entertain of reaping the happy 


looking upon his Children with - Grief 


with Children, he begins very early to. 


and hereafter. He inſtructs them in that 
which will give them a right eee | 


make them wiſe unto Salvation : and, when 
the Grace of God co-operates with theſe 
Endeavours ; (as it will not fail to do), 
what comfortable Hopes may not ſuch a 


Tuits of all his - Labours! Inſtead of 


and Trouble, and having his grey Hairs 
by their Means, brought down with Sor-. 
row to the Grave; how nch rather 2 
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Genanibgm on this very Account. And the 
8 18. Lord ſaid, ball I hide from Abrabun 


dren : and though it ſhould not prove 


That his pious and ſincere Endeavours to 
train up his Children in a ſober, honef, 


Way of the Lord, to do 7 Tuftice. and Juag: 


De Great Importance 0 

may he expect to behold them with Plex. Winer ;_ 
' ſure and Delight,. when he ſees them aan: 74 
ſo many Olive. brancbes round about zu bis is 
Table, fruitful in every good Work, and rents, t 
increaſing in the Knowledge and Love of pf thei 
God? _ .. -. | iſion 
There is no Perſon, I balleves: hart willame 7 

f allow, that this is the moſt likely. Way Mo ſecu 
Man can take to be happy in his Chil-Wbould 
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effectual, (for, Succeſs is not in our on 
Power); yet of this he may be aſſured, 


and religious Courſe of Life, will cer. 
taidly recommend him to the Favour 
and Love of God; as is "manifeſt from 
the great Regard God expreſſed for - Abra- 


that Thing which I do; ſeeing that Abraham 
| ſhall ſurely become à great and mighty 
Nation, and all the Nations of the Earth 
fall be bleſſed in him? For J know him, 
that be will command his: Children and bit 
 Houſhold' after him, and they. ſhall keep ili 


0 5 en 1 


» * . 
. have, 5 . 5 " 


ment ; that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
bam that which he hath ſpokew of bim. 


| a5 
zu his is a great Encouragement to Pa- 
and ents, to be very careful in the Education 


pf their Children: they are naking Pro- 
jon for their own Happineſs, at the 
ame Time that they are endeavouring 

o ſecure that of their Children. And, 

ould they be diſappointed in theſe their 

pious Endeavours, they are laying up in 

own tore a good Foundation of Comfort, to 

nech bemſelves at leaſt, againſt the Day of 
Trouble; EF; mean, if it- ſhould pleaſe 

od, that they ſhould live to ſee their 
hildren' wicked and miſerable, not- 
ithſtanding all the Means they have 


from ed to make them · otherwiſe. For, 
bra, bey will then have the Comfort to 
1 onſider that they are clear from the 


vilt of their Childrens Sins; and will 

de free from thoſe bitter Reflections 

hat a wicked Man | muſt make, who | 

es. his Children ruined by thoſe 

ices and Follies which his Example 

ath taught them, or bis / Care leſſneſs 

nd Neglect ſuffered them to fall into. 

Jud Zitter Mae 1 fay, thoſe myſt un: 
„„ ; doubredly | Th 
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doubtedly be, which ſuch a Parent wil 
make, when he <onſiders, that he has hi 
Childrens* Sins, as well as his own, ty 
account for; and applies to himſelf (x 
he juſtly may) thoſe dreadful Word 
which God ſpake to the Prophet Ezekiel; 


Fzek, i iii, When I ſay unto the Wicked, thou Jha 


| ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not Wa 
ing, nor ſpeakeſ to warn the Wioked fr 
bis wicked Way, to- fave his Life; the ſan 
wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity ; lu 
his Blood will I require at thy Hands. ( 
terrible Words of moſt juſt Jadgment 
How dreadful muſt they ound in the Eat 
of a wicked Parent, whoſe Children Ka 
Wy periſhed through his Fault. 
I have now conſidered ſome of chil 
-Dutien to which Religion obliges us; an 
endeavoured to ſhew how: conducive th 
are to our temporal Happineſs: 
which, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, ho 
much good Men have the Advantage 
the Wicked even as to- this Worl 
And here I cannot but take 1 0 
the wonderful Love of God to Mat 
kind, who, in order to agen) our Obe 


Hence to his Laws, has annexed; a. pro 
ſen 
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Wil 

« ert, as well as future, Reward to a good 
n. ite; and has ſo interwoven our Duty and 
5 { 


appineſs together, that, while we are diſ- 


roviſion for the other. 


. nſiders Things rightly, and is it not under 
e Prejudice of his Luſts and Paſſions, that 
* e great Deſign of Religion is to make us 
- ha appy here, as well as hereafter. Accord. 
ely, all its Rules and Precepts are ſo ad. 
5 Hol irably ſuited to this End, that, would Men 
1 af perſuaded to live in the Practice of them, 


e ſhopld find this World a kind of Heaven 

don Earth. 3 

But, had the practice of our Duty been 

er ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and had no- 

or ing but Trouble and Miſery been the 
[oY of good Men in this World; yet, when | 

"Man : conſider, rhat this Life will ſhortly have 


„Obe end, and that there is an eternal Weight 
1 x Ghry reſerved in Heaven for thoſe that 
27 7 * lore and ſerre God; what wiſe Man | 


arging our Obligations to the one, we 
e, at the ſame Time, making the beſt 


How much then do they derogate from 
e Honour of God; who repreſent Reli- 
jon as an unprofitable and unpleaſant. 
aſk! when it is plain to any Man, that 
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The Great l 


. would not prefer the rugged Paths of Virtue 
and Religion, which he knows will ſhortly 
lead him into an Eternity of Bliſs and Hay. 

pineſs, to the Ways of Sin and Wicked. 

neſs, (how pleaſant ſoever he might find 
them) where he is in Danger every Moi 
ment of falling into the Pit of DeſtruQion, 
and which, he is ſure, will, in a little Tim 
bring him into a Place of endleſs Miſer 

and Torment? | I 

But, ſince there is nothing in Religia 

but what tends to make our Lives eaſjl 
| chearful, and contented ; nothing but whi 
1s fuitable to our Natures, and agreeable tg 
the Dictates of right Reaſon ; nothing bi 

what will ennoble our Minds, enlarge 0 

Underſtandings, and inſpire us with a gene 

rous Principle of univerſal Love, and Cha 

rity, and Good-will, to Mank ind; in ſhon 
ſince the Commands of God are not grievant 
but his Yoke is eaſy, and bis borthen light; 
manifeſtly follows, that, as a good Life | 
the higheſt Wiſdom, ſo a wic ked one is the 
Extreme of Folly and Madneſs, ? 
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A p R A Y E R. 
MOST gracious God ! who, * 


5 tender Regard for Mankind, | 
acct haſt ſet before us Life and 
T cath, Bleſſing and Curſing ; and haſt 
181008 


ealy, iberty to chooſe the one, and avoid 


wha other: and, to encourage us to make 
ole t0 right Choice, haſt annexed A preſent ; BB 
g bi ell as future Reward to our Obedience to 
e 00 Laws, and made the Ways of Religion 


gene 


| Chu Peace : O give me Wiſdom and Under. 
thor inding, that I may not be carried, away 
ewa the deceitful Pleaſures of this World; 
gbtz t may ſee, and know, and chooſe, the © 


Life | 
p is 


ings which make for my Peace, and 
erein my true and only Happen doth 
ait. =" 


e greateſt of all Evils; that Guilt and 


AYE Wicry are always inſeparable 3 - and that 


% 


out of thy great Love and 


dued us with a Freedom of Will, and 


ays of Pleaſantneſs, and all its Paths to 


Convinee me more and more, that Sin - 
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neſs to be attained in this Life, but that 


Conſcience, and the Hopes of thy Favou 


upon my Mind, that I may make it the ſin- 
and obey Thee, who art my ſoyereign Godl 


and Happineſs; the only ſure Fonadatin 
of all my Hopes both here aud hereafter; 


| Shame and Anguiſh, the Horror ind Confu 
Kon of a guilty Conſcience ; and give nt 


which ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs of hf 
ing been faithful in thy Service, and obediel 


. ciouſly pleaſed to nuke thy Service the md 


0 Duty fo conducive to our preſent as ud 
as future Wellbeing; O make me ſtea 


: te Great 6 Ne, | 
there is no other ſolid and ſubſtantial Happi. 


which reſults from the Teſtimony of a good 


and Acceptance: and grant that theſe mo 
mentous Truths may be ſo deeply impreſſed 


cere Endeavour of my whole Life to Pleak 


and in Compariſon of whoſe Favour all th 
Honours, Riches, and Enjoyments, of thi 


World, are as nothing. 
-Deliver me, I beſeech Thee, from " 


that Comfort and Complacency of Mine 


to thy Will. And, ſince thou haſt been gn 


perfect Freedom, and the Practice of on 


33 as immoveable in the nu of th 
a 


* @RELy cGrous LIY x. 
Laus, and i in the Works of thy Command- e 
ments; that, having faithfully ſerved e 

in this Life, I may at laſt be found meet to 3 
be a Partaker of the Inheritance of the 7 
Saints in Light, through the ſole Merits 

and Interceſſion of our Eternal Advocate 
and Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen! ',  * 
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So ve, 
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CHAP. II. 


rx the W Chapter 1 have 


> 15 endeavoured to ſhew, that Re- 
* 1 58 ligion is. the only ſolid Foun- 
Deen A dation of Happineſs in this 


World; the only Thing that can make us 
paſs the Time of our Pilgrimage here on 
Earth with any tolerable Eaſe and Comfort. "2 


- I ſhall now proceed, in the next Place, to 


conſider the great Advantage of a good 
Life, from the comfortable Proſpe&t i it 18 


Fg $ 


us s when we come to die. e 
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pared for them that love. him, In the- - © 
Hopes and Expectations of this Happinefs,. 


- Of a BxLicrous LITE. 53 


Aud this is an advantage peculiar to 
Virtue and Religion; and to which a Life 
of Sin and Wickedneſs never pretended, 
The moſt which That promiſes its Vota- 
ries, is to regale their Senſes for a little 
while: it gives them no Hopes beyond the 
Grave; nor aims at any Thing further than 
a ſhort-lived. Happineſs. When a wickedprox x of. 
Man dieth; his Expectation ſhall periſh.7- . 


can give him, when God taketh away bis 
Hul? All his Enjoyments are then at an 


End; and thoſe Schemes, upon which he mſ 


has built his Happineſs, will vaniſh d 
come to nothing. But with a good Man 
it is far otherwiſe: He looks beyond this 


preſent Life, aud beholds with an Eye 


of Faith the heavenly Feruſalem, the City 
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For what is the Hope of the Hypocrite, Job. 1 11 9 He 
though” he hath gained all that this Worlds. | 


of”. the living God; that Place of endleſs” W GY | 1 {| 


Bliſs and Happineſs, wbich God has pre- 


he conſiders. himſelf as a Pilgrim n---; 
Stranger 1h Earth, and is daily ende: 

vouring, through the Aſſiſtance of God's 
5 8 by: a. Lite of Virwe . and 
D 2 5 - BE. 


| [ 
Rv 4 
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Ri ghteouſneſs, to become meet to be a 
Pest of the Inheritance of the Saints 

in Light. | | 

It muſt indeed be owned, hae Death is 

the great King of Terrors; that the Diſſo- 
lution of Soul and Body, and the Thoughts 
of becoming a Prey to the devouring 
Worms, carries in it ſomething very ock. | 
ing to Human Nature; Yet to a good Man, 
Death appears in a quite different View. 
He conſiders, that to leave this World is 

8 only to quit a Place of Trouble and Vexa- 
tion, of Vanity and Emptineſs: it is to leave 

a barren and dry Wilderneſs, where no Water 

ie, For the delightfyl Regions of 'Bliſs 
and Happineſs, where are Rivers of Plea- 
ſure, and a never-ceaſing Spring of end- 

leſs Comfort, which will ſatisfy the. moſt 
longing Deſires of the Soul. He conſi- 
„Ars, that though this earthly T, abernacls is 
-  . diſſolved, yet be has a Building of God, a 
5 : Houſe- no madle with Hands, eternal in 'the 
Jb. xix. Heavens; and is aſſured with Job, that his 

. 25426, 27+ Redeemer liveth, and that hen ſball Rand at 
| er latter Day upon the Earth ; and that 
75 '; though his Body be deftroyed, yet in his Flefb 
RO a 0 Sa fo Goes 2 0 he cs IT for 
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ſelf, and his Her ball Ds and not 


another”s; 

This is what Religion 1205 3 to 8 
who, by. patient Continuance in well. doing, 
ſeek for Glory and Honour, and Immortality. 
It js the Hopes and Expectations of thig 
unſpeakable Happineſs that fortify the 
Mind of a good Chriſtian, and give bim | 
a- Courage and - Reſolution, which. eren 
Death itſelf ſhall not be able to ſhake. _ 
It was this that gave holy Navid ſuch. + - 
a Firmneſs of Mind as made him -ſay, - 
Though 1 walk through the Valley of he Pl. xxl. 
Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; fort 
thou art with me, thy Rod and thy, Staff 
comfort me. He had made God his Por- | 
tion, his Hope, and his Truſt: -The Lord, vill. 1. 
ſays he, is my ſtony Rock, and my Defence, - | 
my Saviour, my Cod, and my Might, in 
whom 1 will” truſt, my Buckler, the Horn 
alſo of my Salvation. And though we 
find: him ſometimes complaining, that the 
Sorrows of Death had compaſſed him, and 
the Overflowings of Ungodlineſs made him , 
afraid ; that the Pains of Hell came about 
Hin, and the Snares 5 Death avertook lin: 
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yet. the great Confidence he had in the 


Goodneſs and Love of God, and the firy m 


Belief of a better Life 1 this, over - 


came all his Fears. I had fainted, ſays 


9 3 - 15 he, but that 1 verily believe to fee the Good. 


. neſs * the Lord in the Land. US the Live 
Ing. 


Mien in all Ages. It. is certain, - whoever 
| Jeans upon any Thing elſe will find that 
be truſts to a broken Reed, 


but the Teſtimony of a 


we are fortified with the Shield f. Faith, 


and the Breaſt plate of Righteouſneſs ; un. 


' leſs we have put on the Lord Jeſus, and 


e cloathed » with the Robes of his Righte- | 


enen 


9 


Religion Jas 5 the Support of 0 | 


which will 
bend under him. There is nothing. (as 1 
have obſerved in the former Chapter) 
good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of the 3 and Love 
of God, 'that is able to bear a Man up 
under the Weight and Preſſure of any great 
 __ Calamity; much leſs will any Thing elſe be 
d afufficient ſupport at the Hour of Death: 
for, then we ſhall be ſtript of all the Plea- 
ſures and Enjoy ments of this World, of all 
ſdoſe Things in which we are now apt to. 
place fo-great a Confidence; and, unleſs 


onſn« 


Fence 
| Terr 


may 
and / 
then 
ſcenc 
only 
terril 
what 


fenceleſs, to encounter Death 


may now truſt in the Multitude of his Riches, „ 
and /frengtherr himſelf in his Wickedneſs, muſt 


his Mercy i in Chriſt Jeſus! 


a happ) _ | 
Joy and Satisfaction while we live, far —_ 
ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures of ſenſual Gra- - wn 
tifications; ſo, - when we come to die, it WA 
gives us that Peace of. God which paſſeth all --- | 


Ofa Kun Gard x Live 4 


been we ſhall be left naked and de- 
vith all its 
The Sinner, how much ſoever he 


Terrors. 


ben give up all bis Dependencies, and de- 
ſcend into the Regions of Darkneſs, not 
only without Hope, but (what is yet more 
terrible) with dreadful ExpRations. Of 
what infinite Moment then is it to us all- 
ſo to live, that 4when the Time appointed 
for our -great Change ſhall come, we may 
meet Death without Fear and Aſtoniſh- - 
ment; and, with an humble Confidence, 
may look up to God, in an ured Hope: . 


A good Life is indeed the ſure pledge of 4 
y Death, As it fills our Minds with - 


Underſtanding.” When a Man in his laſt 
Hour can look back upon a. Life well 
ſpent, and can ſay, with King Hezekiah, 
Remember- now, O Lord, 1 beſerch thee, Lfaiab. 


* Bo have walled before thee in Truth un 3. 


| and 
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| abi with. 4 perfett Heart, and -have done 
that which is good in thy Sight; what an 
unſpeakable Satisfaction muſt it be to bim 
bow mild and calm will Death then ap. 


Pear! and with how little Concern will he. 


receive its Summons! with what Chear- 
fulgeſs will he then take leave of this 
World, and all that was dear to him in it! 


And how -eontentedly will he quit his 


- Oy Tabernacle when he conſiders, that 
he is to exchange it for a Building of God, a 
Hoo not made with Hands, eternal in tbe 
Heavens 1 ſay, what an unſpeakable 
Comfort muſt it be to a dying Man, when 
he is entering into the / alley of the Shadow 
| of Death, to have before him a (bright 
Proſpect of Life and Glory; to find the 
: Lighb of God's Coumenance ſhinidg upon 
his Mind, and the Comforts of -his Holy 
Spirit chearing and refreſhing his Soul; 
to be able to look up to God with. 1 Bid 
Coufidence, and, with a Hope full of Glory 
and Immortality, to reſign his Soul into 
the Hands of his Maker; not doubting, 


but his heavenly Father, whom he has 


faithfully ſerved in this World, will take 
Care of him, and reward him! in che next; 


( 


and tl 
neſs, \ 
Vale 0 
in hi 
how. 
ſuch 
of the 
with : 
that 
pecial 
Jt: 
miſer: 
Deatl 
the A. 
a deſp 
Hour 
Part 
feels, 


and L 


Solam 
WIund 
quiſite 
nothii 
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ſcienc 
does | 
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and that the ſame infinite Power and Good- | 
neſs, which has carried bim ſafe through this . 
Vale of Tears and Miſery, will candid him 
in his Paſſage to a bleſſed Eternity! O, 
how far more happy muſt the Death of 
car. Wl ſuch an one be, than the moſt envied State 
his of the greateſt Mortal! Who would not 
vic 20 die the Death of the Righteous, . and 

hi; hat bis la End may be like 515“ EER 


that becially, „ 

d, 4 If we conſider, in n the nent place, the - 

1 the miſerable Condition of a wicked Man, when 

able Ml Death approaches. But how ſhall T deſcribe 

vhen MM the Agonies and Convulſions of Mind, which 

zdow I deſpairing Sinner labours under in his lat 

Hour! Who can expteſs the thouſandth + 

Part of the Anguiſh and Torment that He 

feels, who i is under the Terrors of ptr | 

and Damnation ! The Spirit of Man, ſays Prov. 
Solomon, vill, ſuſtain his Infirnity ; but” a ii. 14. 

wounded Spirit wha can hear? Thè moſt ex | 
quiſite Pains and Torments of the Body are 
nothing, compared' with what a dying Sin- 

ner feels from the Stings of his guilty Con- 

ſcience, With what Shame and Confuſion 

65 he then look back upon the Aﬀtions of 
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hits paſt Life! how does he tremble and ſtart 
confounded, at the Remembrance of thoſe 
Sins which were once the darling Objects of 
his guilty Defires! and what an horrible 
Dread orerwhelms his Mind, when he con- 
ſiders that he is entering upon that unchange. 


able State, from which he knows there is no 


Redemption] that heis going to give an Ac. 
count of a Life, which he cannot refle& upon 
without Horror and Amazement, and for 
which he is juſtly afraid be ſhall, in a few Mo. 

ments, be conſigned to endleſs Miſery and 


Torments! How does he condemn himſelf, 


when his Conſcicace reproaches him for 
having ſpent that Time inf gnificantly and 
- wickedly, which was given him for noble and 
excellent Purpoſes ;-- that he has negleQted 
| the great and important Work of his Salva. 


= tion, and been deaf to all the Calls and In. 


vitations of God's Holy Spirit; that, inſtead 
of laying up in Store a good Foundation of 
Hope and Comfort againſt the Day of 
RB Trouble, which is now come upon him, he 

has heaped-up to himſelf a dreadful Load 
. of Guilt, 'which is ready to fink him with 
' its intolerable Weight! *V*ö 
| 7 © ret 
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ſtard 
thoſe give, were it in thy Power, to recall thoſe 
Ns of precious moments which thou haſt laviſhed 
rible away in Sin and Vanity! How doſt thou 
Con- wiſh, that thou 4d known in Time be 
inge. Things that belong to thy Peace! But, alas! 
3s nol 7 hey are now hidden from thine Eyes; and 
Ae. nothing is left but Darkneſs and Deſpair. 


upon Bat let us ſuppoſe the Life of a dying 


A tc Perſon not to have been ſo flagrant and vi- 


Mo. cious, as to fill his Mind with ſuch black 


y and 
nſelf, 
| for 
and 
e and 
ectel 


the Review of it in his liſt Hour, he finds 
in it ſuch a Mixture of Good and Evil, 
that he is in great Doubt and Uncertainty . 
concerning his eternal Welfare; how ſad 
and diſconſolate muſt his Condition even 
VIE then be! and what a dreadful Anxiety 
4 ſo: will he labour under when he conſiders, - 
Read that he is leaving this World, and going 
he knows not whither; that he is juſt 
755 launching out into the boundle(s Ocean of 
* Eternity; and that the next Moment 
Load he may ſigk into the terrible Abyſs 


on of 


without all A a moſt 1 


* 4 


vu” 


0 wretched. Man! what would'ſt thou 


and deſpairing, Theughts; yet, if, upon 


of endleſs Miſery and "Torment! | It is, 5 
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1 0 | The Great hportince We 
1 + fall circumſtance to be doubtful of a Mat-. tue te 
[1 © - ter, of which it ſo nearly concerns us to have Chrifi 
11 ſome highly probable Aſſurance. * oe w 
1 O that Men would be perſuaded ſen whom 
| . oully to think on theſe Things! that they prono 
pet. would be-wiſe, and conſider their laite the L 
= | r 29. End! and, as the Fſalmiſt adviſes, . would how 
1 | pf. «xxvii. bee" lunocency, and tale heed to the Thing direct 
. that is right! for, that, and that only, /hallWentert 
3 bring a Man Peace at the laſt. And who haps, 
is there ſo ſtupid, that would not wiſh fg: he m: 
ſo invaluable a Bleſſing ? What wiſe Mau paſt 
© would* not rather ſubmit to the worſt tha Tear, 
could befall him here in a /hort Life, than ſhoul- 
tun the leaſt Riſque of going out of thiſſſthe G 
World under the Terrors of a guilty God 
5 Confcience? It is (whatever thoſe, Wo tance, 
TY are carried away by their Luſts and (after 
„ Paſſions, may think, it is) the utmol Life, 
1 Wifdom of Man to prepare for bi lavita 
utter End, by conducting himſelf accord ings c 
4 1 ing to the Will of his great Creator: for, i own {( 
t Is ertam, (however ſome may vainly flatteſ ab!. 
ET ; « themſelves), there is no leaving this Work begin: 
Þ with any tolerable Compoſure, Dunleſ Sins, 
our en, ha ve deen . LY hg had b 


3 


— 
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the tender Mercies of God and the Merits of 
Chriſt Jeſus, to give us a reaſonable hope that 
ve may be found in the Number of thoſe 
ſeri whom our great Judge ſhall at the laſt Day 
they pronounce Bleed. But this can only be 
alte. the Lot and Portion of the Righteous; for, 
roul how can any one, whoſe Life has been a 
Thing direct Contradiction to the Will of God, 

- ſhall entertain Hopes of his Favour? Ver- 
| who haps, when he. ſees Death approaching, 
h fa he may lament and bewail the Folly of his 
Min paſt conduct, and with ftrong Crying and 


Mat 


have 
. 


t tha Tears reſolve upon a new Courſe of Life, if it 
chan ſhould ꝓleaſe God to ſpare him; but, ſince 
f child we Goſpel hath no where aſſured us, that 


God will accept of a Death. bed Regen- 
tance, or be reconciled. to a Sinner, who - 
(after. having lived a wicked and careleſs 
Life, and been deaf to all the Calls and , 1 
Invitations of the Holy Spirit, the Threaten 9 75 
ings of the Goſpel, and the Checks of. Mes” ; 


guilty 
_ who 
and 
utmoſt 
yr his 
cord. 


For, ſown Conſcience) ſhall at the laſt, when he. 
flatteſſiis able to gratify his Luſts no longer, and 
World begins to fear the ſad Conſequences of his 


Sins, cry out for Mercy, and: wiſh. that he . 


*unleſ; NT 
had been wiſe i in Time: I lay, ſince God' bas ©: 


*. * 8 we 
o n Q © 
„ I ; * Pp \ y 4 | 
* N K , 7 ' . f X ? f | FP : 
. n 0 
2 4 . 1 PP # * £ * +. * f * 
* * * 
9 


+ 3" he Creat Importance. 


no where revealed, that he will accept of 
any repentance which is not followed by 2 
thorough Change and Amendment of Life 
and a fincere Obedience to his Command. 
ments; and ſince it is impoſſible for a dying 
Sinner to bring forth ſuch Fruits of Repen. 
tance; how precarious muſt. bis Hope: 
be, that are built B fo uncertain aFoun- 
dation! 1 
Tis true, to repent is all that a Mar 
who has led a wicked Life can do, when 
he comes to die; and it would be well, for 
his own Sake, and for the Sake of his ſor. 
rowful Friends and Relations, that he would 
do this much, and not go aut of the World 
hardened and infenfible : for; who knows 
bow far infinite Mercy may be extended! 
But, ſurely, it muſt be the greateſt 
Iaſtance of - Folly and Madneſs, to ha 
zard a Matter df ſuch infinite Moment 
upon fo uncertaia an Iſſue ; upon a fev 
broken, confuſed, and almoſt. deſpairing 


Sighs and Groans : for, if the Remorſe and 


Horrors, the ſolemn Vows and ' Reſolu: 
tions of ſuch Men ſhould not prove a true 


1 godly SNP | 5 to- Salvatim 
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Of a Rzrieiovs Lies. ; „ 89 
wt 10 be repented of fas no Man can fay ; 
they certainly will), they are Joſt and un- 
one to all Eternity. 

But ſuppoſe we could be alſured, that · a 
Death-bed Repentance would be effectual; 
yet who can tell, whether a Man may fave 
Time for that Work in the Hour of Death'? 
Or, if he could be certain that a lingering 
Sickneſs would put an End to his Days; ; 
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Man yet how does he know that God will then | 
ben vouchſafe him the Grace of Repentance ? | 
1 and without that Grace it is impoſſible he 

or- 


ſhould repent. 'O how much rather may 
ſuch an one fear, leſt God ſhould be fo pro- 


ora voked, by his many wilful Refufals to hear- 

10 ken to the Calls and Admonitions of? the 

led! Holy Spirit, as to cut ſhort his Day of 

ateſt Grace, and deliver. him over to a hardened | 

ha and reprobate | Mind! 5 

nent The Scripture aſſures us, that there is a 5 

fey Time when Men ſhall call upon God, and _ 

ring he will not hearken. Becauſe I bave called, prov. i. i. 

andi aud ye refuſed; I have Atretebed out my 205 de. 

ſolu⸗ Hand, and no Man regarded; but ye baude 
true at nougbt all my Counſel, and would 35 „ 
atton none of n ny Az ; | alfo will laugh 4 
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The Great live C 
your Calamity : 3 1 will mock. when your Tea ore it | 
cometh; when your Fear come th as Deſola. omes 

tion; and your Deftruftion cometh as a Mbit. Mf reco 
wind; when Difireſs and Anguiſh / comethM;0d ſh: 
upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, but hop: 
T woill not anſwer ; . they "ſhall. ſeek me early, hc Cla 


but they ſhall not find me: for that they hatelſſo the l 
| Knowleage, and did not chuſe the Fear of ehe Ad: 
| Lord: they would none H my Counſel. The 
defpij ſed all my Reproof therefore JÞall thy 
eat of the Fruit of their own Way, and be filled 


he Che 
derſuad 
four Sa 
lay, be) 
an 4001 
re now 


with their own Devices. The End of thi 
Long. ſuffering and Forbearance of God iz 


of. producing that bleſſed Effect, it only har n the 
dens them in their Sins, and makes them re- urroun 
ſolve to go on in their wicked Courſes nd ſp! 
vainly preſuming they ſhall repent, wheaWoning 
they come to die; how juſt may it be ot) wi 
God to leave them at their laſt. Hour undeſ Hake ye 
all the Terrors and-Agonies of a. fearfullÞpon E 
Death. to laugh at their Calamity, aud ou im 
mack. when their ' Fear cometh! >, etther. 
O conſider this, all ye that forget . Gol Thing 
J he pluck you away, and there be, none i'll the 
| "deliver gon. Conſider it in due Time, be aſe, 
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ore it be too late, before the dreadful Hour 
omes upon you, when all Opportunities 
f reconciling yourſelves to your offended 
od ſhall be taken from you, and the Door 
F hope ſhall be for ever ſhut, Silence 

he Clamour of your paſſions, and liſten 
o the Threatenings of God's Holy Word, 
he Admonitions of his Bleſſed Spirit, and 
he Checks of your own Conſciences. Be 


Fear 
ſola. 
birl. 
meth 
but 
arly, 
"ated 
f the 
The 


 theſWecrſuaded to ſet about the great Work of 
ned our Salvation To-day, while it is called To- 


f the 
od is 
ſtead 
7 hat: 
m re- 
urſes, 
when 
be in 
undet 
carfil 
nd tt 


ay, before the Night cometh when no Man 

an Work. Remember, that though. you | 

re now, perhaps, in Health and Strength; \ 

n the Prime and Vigour of your Years 3. 
urrounded with the Pleaſures of a great 

nd ſplendid Fortune; yet the Time is 
oming, and (whether. you think of it er 
ot) will haſten on apace, when you muſt 
ake your Leave of all that is deſirabſe 
pon Earth. And nothing will then ſtand  _ *" 
ou im any Stead but a good Conſcience; = 
PNeeicher Honours, nor Riches, nor any 
Goch 


Thing elſe that Men are now fo fond of, ; 
one Hill then be able to give you one Moment's i 
e, be aſe, * afford nds one comfortable Ox. 


* | A ; 


De Great Importance 
Thoughts Nothiog will be then regard 
but the Conſciouſneſs of having in font 


Meaſure anſwered the End for which Gf 


ſeat you into the World; by having live 
in the Fear and Love of God, and in Sim 
city and godly Sincerity. n bad _ _ 


ver ſation in this World. 


2 Tim, iv It was this that made Sr. Paul def 
7, © 


1% be diſſowed, and to be with Chiif 


for he had fongbt a good Fight and 10 
- the Faith, And therefore he could 


wich great Aſſurance, when The Time 
big Departure "was at Hand, that there u 
laid up for bim à Crown of Righttonſnl 


which the Lord, the righteous Judge, faul 

give him at that Day. 
| inade a late pioug ? Divine of our Churd 
when he was near th Death, utter theſe i 
markable Expreſſions: I am entering up 


And it was this th 


b my laſt Labour; the Lord gave, and | 


ds now taking away, bleſfed be the Na 
of the Lord! for, 1 thank my God, I a 
geing without any Diftruſt, without ti 


4 leaſt Mif-giving, to a Place of Reſt, al 


a ; * Mr. Kettlewell, See the Preface to bis Fros * 
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Life like a happy Death. I have en- 
deavopred, even from my Youth, to ap- 
prove myſelf a faithful Servant to my 
in writing ſeveral Books; I have ſeri- 


hed (looking on thoſe about him), that 
you may find in them the Way to 


ine Mell as Study: and now 1. find the A. 
e iiantage of it. And therefore be careful = 
ſiu o read them often and ſeriouſy; and live 


hurdle with Comfort, as you fee me do. 1 
eſe Wave ſome little Pain indeed; but my 

hd Pain is nothing ſo extraordinary as my 
NC 


all my Sins, and verily believe, that, 
hrongh the tender Mercies of my God, 


lbraham*s Boſom.“ After which, it is 
d, he niade this ſhort Prayer,” I wait, 
WEE IA 0 856. 


Joy, and evetlaſting Bliſs. There is no 
great Maſter. I have taken ſome Pains 
ouſly conſidered them; and am fully fatiſ- 


Heaven. The -Chtiftiah Duties con- 
ained therein have been my Practice, as 


uitable thereunto, that, when yon come 
o the Condition I am now in, you may 


Hopes; for I have earneſtly repented of 


and the Merits of my Bleſſed Saviour ; 
Neſus Chriſt, I ſhall be carried up into 
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I want at preſent, but ſhall not long: | 


me; yet can ſtay with Patience till tha 


calm. how ſerene” and comfortable is hi 


The Great Bieri ; 


Of. 
£ 0 God, for that Everlaſting Reſt, whid 


itely me 
die, ½ 
der ſtanc 
rd; A 


Tam ready, when thou my God calleſt ſq 


pleaſeſt: for thy Time is' the beſt Ii 
* and thy Pleaſure the beſt Pleaſure.” _ SANA 
See here the End of a good Man. H 


Death! Is there any Thing like this, | 
the Caſe of a wicked Man, in the Hourq 
his Difſolution ? Alas ! no. If you behal 
ſuch a perſon in his laſt Extremity. (u 
leſs he die hardened and impenitent), ya = 
will, hear little elſe but bitter Refle&ionite Pon 
ſad Bewailings, wretched. Upbraidings ( ted fo 
_ himſelf, for the Folly and Madneſs ly ſhort- 
his paſt Life; together with deſpairi Gooc 
Sighs and Groans, black and dreadful 1 ants a 
himſelf, and very terrible to all about his. 
May God, of his infinite Mercy, -keep eveffilty ar 
one from ſuch a dreadful Hour! and tub me 


us all ſo 10 number our Pays, as 10 apply a = apply 


Hearts, unto, Wiſdom; that true WiidonWnor Dy 


hes % which will. make us wile unto Sal vatioind m 
jlll our Minds with Comfort and Satisfaſſht that 


d e we. cies, and, what is of it 


aratio! 
fin 1 
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Piely inofe Value, give us, when we come. 
die, that Peace of God which paſſeth all 

derſtanding, through Jeſus i our 
rd. . | 


nich 
ſt fh 
thay 
me | 
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A. PRAYER 


Mot great and mi ghty God! | 
1 in whoſe Hands are the Iſſues 


„ (ut of Life and Death! Thou or- 
„ 0 dereſt all Things by thy in⸗ 
conic Power: and Wiſdom, and haſt ap- 


ted for all Men once to die; and, after _ 
ſhort Life is ended, haſt, of thy infi- 
Goodneſs, provided for thy faithful 
ams a State of endleſs Bliſs and Hap- 


18s ( 
els 
dairi 
ful! 


ot bins. O make me truly ſenſible of the 
o evelty and Uncertainty of my Life; and 
d tei me ſo to number my Days, that 1 


apply my Heart unto true Wiſdom. 

not Death ever ſurprize me unawares, 

ind me in a State unprovided. But 

t that J may live in ſuch a conſtant 

aration for my latter End, that, how 
EOS Re th e Ny. 


pply 0 
[11don 
|vatiol 
atisfa 
of i 
finite 
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| ſuddenly. ſoever thou ſhalt be SO: 
take me out of this World, 1 may be founl 
ready and prepared for that great Accoyy 
which I muſt one Day give befere the Judg 
ment. ſeat of Chriſt. Enable me, by th 
Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, 
finſh the great Work of my Salvation by 
fore the Night. comes, When no Man 
work, and to lay up a good Foundation 
Hape and Comfort againſt the Hour of n 
Death; that, when the Tune of my I 
parture- ſhall come, I may lock back uy 
a.well-ſpent Life with Jay and Gomort, 8 
Mea corn Death without Fear. 
Look upon me, O moſt W ne 
5 Pen the 1ime of my Diſſolution dry 
nigh, as a reconciled. Father in Chriſt Jel 
_ Speak. Peace unto my Conſcience, and 
_-unto my Soul, J am the God of thy 
vation,“ Let not the eruel Enemy of Sol 
affrigbten me with his Terrors; but g 
thy holy Angels charge over me, to kt 
me out of his Hands, and let the Com 
- of thy Holy Spirit chear and refreſh t 
Soul ia its Paſfage--through-t' is: Vale! 
Tears and Hg to a . Eternity. 
3 Lot 
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ich need of thee. Confirm my Faith; 
ce me not, when my Strength falleth. 


n to my Prayers; and ſpare me, — 
d moſt bolv, O God maſt mighty, O 

ly and merciful Saviour, thou a 
rthy Judge eternal! ſuffer me not at my 


Mercies, and the infinite Merits 


arfully reſign up my Soul into thy 


20 


28 Re +. 
»%© 


O Lord! leave me not to myſelf in that | 
ime of Diſtreſs, when I ſhall ſtand in ſo 


pport me in my dying Agonies; and for- os 


thy merciful Ears, O God, be then 


Hour, through any Pains of Body, or 
 upWakneſs of Mind, to renounce my De- 
aence upon thee. But grant, O mer- 
1 n that, with an humble Reli- 


5 dear Redeemer, and with an entire br 
miffion to thy bleſſed Will, I may 


ds, and may be willing and even de- 
s to leave this Word, when thou, my 
, in ty great e, ſhalt ſee it | 


Lore 1 let ms never be ſeparated i 
thee ; but grant that my Soul may _ 
united to thee, who art the Fulneſs | 
. by che e Ties of 
„ a: 
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7 * Greet aunts 


> Faith, Love, and Obedience, that, after 
- SR = ſpent here in thy Service, I may dwel 
- . _ with thee in Life everlaſting, and be 
| | ceived into thoſe Manſions of Eternal Bliſ 


| and Glory, which thou haſt prepared ii 
l them that truly love and fear thee; througilhſſ 1 
the Merits, and for the ſake, of thy below G./ 
Son, Jeſus Cliriſt, our Lord and only & ol .- 
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FELT; ITHERTO. I Kos cod ji 
9 PL Gal dered the great Advantages -- 
ot Religion, as they reſpect 
only our Well-being in this 
| World, and our going com- 
Poe out of it. But, as there are other 
Advantages attending a good Life, infinite- 
ly beyond, all that have been mentioned ; 
namely, that it will entitle us, through the 
Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, to an Inberitance in- 6. 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not - 
way; I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, in the. . , 


l 


ture, indeed, 
World are repreſentdd ( us, in Conde- 
ſcenſion to our weak Capacities, as a King 

dom, and à Crown,” an eternal Kingdom, and 
a never: fading Crown ; But the State of the 
other World is a State ſo unknown to us, 
and ſo much above our imperfect Concep- | 
tions; that we ſhall never be able fully to 


The G real Importance 


laſt Place; that a ſerious and | confcien-. 
tious Obſervance of the Duties of Re- 
ligion, will moſt. certainly be reward- 
ed with eternal Happineſs in the Life to 
come. | 


And here I ſhall not prefunie ſo rh 3 as 


to aim at a Deſcription of that exceeding 
Weight of Glory, which God has reſerved for 


thoſe that truly love him. In the Scrip- 
the Glories of the other 


comprehend it, till we arrive at the actual 
Enjoyment of it. For, though we know that 
we ſhall there ſee God, and the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
who Joved us and gave himſelf For us, 


and ſhall to all Eternity enjoy Him who 


is the Source and. Fountain of all Good ; 


that we ſhall there converſe with Saints and 
Angels, and for ever be Hinging Anthems of 


Praiſe to our great Creator and Redeemer; 
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yet how great the Pleaſure of this will be, 
N and with what Extaſies and Raptures our 
Souls ſhall then break forth, when they 
4 taſte of the Fulneſs of that Foy which is in 
the Preſence of God for evermore ; is what 
85 our finite Underſtandings cannot poſſibly 
8 reach. Of this we may reſt aſſured, that 
* the Things which God hath reſerved for 
- them that love him, are ſuch as neither Eye - 
o hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it 
e- 


entered into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
- WW Aid as this is ſufficient for us ac preſent 
to know in general, concerning this Matter; 
all curious Inquiries into the preciſe Nature 
is, of the Happineſs of the next Life, will be 
p- of ſmall Uſe to us: They may fill our 


to Heads with fine Speculations, but will ſig- 
zal WM vify little to direct our Practice. What we 
lat are more concerned to know, and in the moſt 
us, explicit manner is, that our ſincere Obe 5 
Us, dience to God's Coinmandments will cer 


ho IW tainly be rewarded with eternal Life and 
d; Happineſs. This, indeed, i is a Matter which 
nd it imports us to be well aſſured of; 5 that we... 
may not be weary of Well-doingy but — 
er; may run with Patience the Race that is et lieb. u i. 
yet 5 E 2 3 10 before. 5 
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Phil. iii, before us, and preſs towards the Mark for 
14. 


* ” 


the Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
22 


There are ſome indeed (and a mitan- 


choly Reflection it is that there are any 


ſuch) who would have us believe, that we 
die like the Beaſts which periſh, and that 


when we leave this World there is an End 
of us. 
will be always found to be Perſons who firſt 
live as if there was no God, and then en- 


But theſe, upon Inquiry, | believe, 


deavour to perſuade themſelves and others, 


that there really is none; ſo that, inſtead 


of regulating their Practice by their Faith, 
they do moſt prepoſterouſly ſuit their Faith 
to their Practice. I ſhall not concern my- 
{elf at preſent with theſe Men; my Deſign 
being chiefly for the Sake of thoſe, whs 


believe the Chriſtian Religion, and the Re · 
velation of God's Will in the Holy Scrip- 


tures. And ſurcly to ſuch it can be no 
Doubt, but that in thoſe ſacred Writings 


wwe have eternal Life; and that the Perfor- 


mance of God's Commandments, is the cer- 
tain and indiſpenſable Coadition of obrain- 
ing it. i 


1 4 ; 
{ — 1 
e 1 ? —_ - , 
Pl ' a 6 
* 1 —_ ; 


Saviour and his Apoſtles; and he Way to 


tainty concerning that Matter. Whatever. 
well as Gentiles, had of a future State, it 


 brouzht to Light by the Goſpel: and we may 


of Worms, and moulder into Duſt and 
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It is true, natural Religion will teach us, 

not only that God is, but that be is a Re- 

warder of. them that diligently feek him: 

But it hath pleaſed God, of his great Good- 

neſs, not to leave us to the Light of Nature 
alone, to diſcover this weighty Truth. The 
Rewards of another Life are ſo fully and 
clearly revealed in the Writings of our 
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obtain them is there ſo plainly laid down, that 
there is no Room for any Doubt, or Uncer- 


dark, or imperfe&t, Notions the Jews, as 
is certain, that Life and Hnmortality is now 
reſt aſſured, chat though, when we die, our 


Bodies ſhall be laid in the cold Chambers 
of the Grave, and there become the Food 


Rottenneſs; yet it will not be long cr? pw F bs, n 
corrupt ible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this KAas xvii oy 
mortal ſhall put on Immortality. For, Godz i. 
hath appointed a Day in the which he will 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom þe bath ordained ; whereof he hath © 
N 3 | „ 


5 
1 


' - The Great Inportance 
given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that he bath 


r. raiſed bim from the Dead: A Day wherein 
wwe muſt all appear before the Judgment-ſeat 
e Chrift, that every one may receive the 
. Things done in his Body, according to that he 

. -hath done, whether it be gocd or bad. And 


then all that are in their Graves ſhall hear 
hes Voice, and ſhall come forth: they that have 
dine Good, unio the Reſurrefion of Life: and 
they that have done Evil, unto FINE Ręſurrection 
of Damnation. 


fie then whe; e ihe Goſpel (as 


every one muſt, that lives under the in- 
fluence of it, unleſs he be wretchedly blind- 
ed by his Luſts and Paſſions) can never 
: doubt of theſe two great Articles of the 


Chriſtian Religion; the Reſurrection of the 
Body, and the Life everlaſting, The Poſ- 

fibility of the former-hath been made evi- 
deut, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead; and-he certainty of the 


| latter appears, from the expreſs Decla- 


rations of God in the Holy Scriptures. 
Indeed, the whole Tenor of the Chri- 


| tian Religion ſufficiently proves it; every 
Precept of which tends to purify and re- 
fine our Natures, and 0 fix and prope us 


| for 


a Rzrtoious LITE. 81 
th for the Society of Saints and Angels in 
in another Life. The Apoſtle aſſures us, that 
at God. hath not appointed us to Wrath, hut to 1 Theſ. v. 
be obtain Salvatian by our Lord Feſus Chriſt,” © 
be who died for us, that we ſhould hive together 
1d with him. And St. John tells us, that God | 
ar ſo loved the World, that he gave his only be. Jolin iis. WM 
af gotten Son, 10. the End that all that. believe vb. . 
1 


in him | foould. uot periſh, but have eve! laſting 
on Life. | 
If then we believe hat God i is infiirely | 
as juſt and true, we can never doubt, that at 
in- the great Day of Retribution, He will poder 
d- to every Man according. to his Deeds... To- themRom. i = 
er 200, by patient. Continuante in. Well. Aoing, © 77 8, „99 
he | ſeek fer Glom and Honour and Inmortality; —_— 
he He (who is Truth itſelf, and cannot deceive) * 
ol hath promiſed eternal: Life. bug, t6.them who” 
vi- are tontentious, and do not obey the. Iruth, 
iſt but obey L arighteouſneſs ; He hath, declared 
he that he will pour forth Indignation ang 
Jas Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every” 
es. Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the Jaw fir, 
ri- and alſo of the Gentil... eB >. 
Our Saviour, in his Expoſition of the © 


=y 


re- Parable of the Tares, tells us that at the Nlatt. xl. 
u; £06 . the World, the Son of Man Shall 49,41,4% | 
| E 4 Gs end 
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fend forth his Angels; and they ſhall gather ou 

of. his Kingdom all Things that offend,” and 

. them which do Iniquity, and fhall caſt them 
= into @ Furnace of Fire; there ſhall be wailing 
and gnaſbing of Teeth. And ſo in his Expo- 

N fition of the Parable of the Net, in the ſame 
i Ver. 49. Chapter, he ſays, that at the End of the 
* World, the Angels ſhall come forth and ſever 
the Wicked from among the Juſt, and ſhall caſt 
a them into the Furnace of Fire; there ſhall be 
1 dailing and gnaſhing of Teeth, Thus again, 
Matt,xxv.we are told by our Saviour, that when the 
2 55 1. Son of Man ſball come in bis Glory, and all 
the holy Angels with him, then ſhall he fit 

upon the Throne of bis Glory, and before him 
Pall be gathered all Nations, and he ſhall 
ſeparate them one from another, as a Sbep. 

herd divideth his Sheep from the Goats : and 

be ſhall ſet the Sheep on bis Right Hand, bul 

' the Goats en the Left. "Then ſhall be ſay 
unto them on bis R iebt-band ; Come, ye bleſſed 

' of my Father, inherit the Kinzdom prepared 

ver 41. „ for you from the Beginning of the World: 
But to them-on the Left-hand;, Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared 


far ibs Devil nd vis A” | And Tow fall 
\ 1 N f ; ; * 


all the 
yet fo 
throug 
Was WU 
bru: ſeg 
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go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the ver. 46. 
Righteous into Life eternal, 

This, as it is a plain and lively Deſcrip- 
tion of the awful Solemnity of that great 1 
and temendous Day, ben the Son of Man, ae = 
ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with / = | 
his Angels, to judge the Quick and be a 
Dead; ſo it is ſufficient to convince us, | 
that, though oitbort Holineſs no Man ſball Heb. xi. 
ſee the Lord, yet that every one who be- “ 
lieves the Goſpel, and ſincerely obeys the 
4% Precepts of it, ſhall aſſuredly enter into the 
- fi tungdom of Heaven. This was the very —_ 
zin Porchaſe of Clniſt's Blood, and the End — (WH 
5a for which he was contented to be given hh 
bep- up into the Hands 9 of cruel Men, to be 
and buffeted, ſpit upon, and evil- entreated, and 
zu Nat laſt to ſuffer a cruel and ignominious 
ſay Death upon the Croſs. He gave bimſelf far 
fed , that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, = 
ared end become the Author of eternal Salvation 10 = 
„A: 1! hom that obey him. 7 hough he was rich, 2Cor. vii," Wl 
from Jer for our ſakes be became porr, that wwe 
through his Poverty might be made rich, He - 
was wounded for our Tranſgreſſiong, be was. 
5 for our Iniquities, the Chaſiſement of 
3 . 7-7 
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our Peace was upon him, and _ his Stripes 
we are healed. 15 


a Deſign worthy the Son of God. The Souls 
of Men were of ſo great a value in His 
Sight, that.he eſteemed nothing too much, 
or too great, to ſuffer for their Saxes. He 
ſaw and pitied our Miſery, and knew that 
without a Saviour we muſt be loſt for ever ; 
and therefore condeſcended ſo far as to 


Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners, who lay in 
} Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, that 
| ; he might make us the Children of God, 
. and exalt us to everlaſting Life: So that 
| Fphef. ii. though we vere ſometimes afar off, yet being 

't 23, 9. now made nigh by ibe Blood of Chriſt, we are 
” , . no more Strangers and Foreigners, but Fel- 
loww-citizens with the Saints, and of the 
i © : Houſbold of God. And, if we are careful 
{FH Tia iv. ro perform our Parts, we may aſſuredly ſay 
li & Vith St. Paul, that henceforth there is laid 
* up for us @ Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 

the Lord, the rightecus Judge, Mall give us 
at ibat Do. For we have the Promiſe of 


P — — £ 
-— * 5 : a . 
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The Redemption of Mankiod was thought | 


humble himſelf even to the Death upon che 
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Him who is Truth itſelf and cannot deceive 

vs, that, if we are faithful unto Death, He Revel. ii. 

will, give us a Crown of Life. _ 10. 
And what a glorious Incitement is this 

lis to all Men, to live foberly, righteouſly, an 

ch, godlily, in tbis preſent World ! What can 

we deſire more to make us ſtedfaſt and un- Cor. xv. 

vat noveable, always abounding in the Work of 58. 

T5 he Lord, than to know that our Labour 

to Hall not be in vain in the Lord? that no 

he good Action which we do, ſhall be loſt and + 

in fruitleſs; but that, in a little Time, all 

nat our Services will be infinitely rewarded 2 

od, that every Grace and Virtue which we 

at exerciſe in this Life, and every Degree of 

mg them, ſhall receive their juft Recompence af: 

are the Reſurrettion of the Juſt ?: and" that, if” | 


.» 


el. we ſerve God faithfully and ſihcerely, we 

toe may be aſſured, that, through tlie tender” 

ful Mercies of our heavenly Father, and the” 
Boy Merits of our Redeemer, we ſhall be re- A 
oh ceived into a Place of everlaſting Reſt and: 

105 Peace; where we ſhall adore and praiſe | 
45 i the Author of our Salvation, and eee | 4 
I | plate the glorious Perfections of his Majeſty. f 


wah a joy and Satisfaction infinitely ex- 
E. 6+ - 15 ceeding 


** 
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ceeding all that we can now poſſibly con- 
ceive? 

O bleſſed Time? (to uſe the Words of 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon) * when Mortality ſhall 
de ſwallowed up of Life, and Death and 
Sorrow ſhall be no more! when we ſhall 
be eaſed of all our Pains, and reſolved of 

. © all our Doubts, and be purged from all 

_ © our Sins, and be freed from all our Fears, 

and be happy beyond our Hopes, and 
Have all this Happineſs ſecured to us be- 

| * yond the Power of Tim? and Change ! 

Col. i. 12. As the Conſideration! of theſe Things 
13: cannot but at preſent fill our Hearts with 
| Foy unſpeakable, and excite ds continually 


made us meet to be Partakers vf the Inheri- 
livered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and 


tranſlated us into the Kingdom of bis dear 
Fon: So, when we come to have a nearer 


forth into Extaſies of Love and Joy 


* 
/ 4 


10 give Thanks unto the Father, which bath - 


Iiance of the Saints in Light ; who bath de. 


and more immediate View of the Glo- 
ries of that Kingdom which God hath 
prepared for us ; how will our Souls break 


how will! it tranſport us to fee bn Whom 
we. 


c 


we ha 
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1 Wl we have loved aud faithfully ſerved! to 
ſee him, not arraigned for a MalefaQor, 
not hanging in a ſhameful Manner upon 
the Croſs ! but to ſee him, in all his Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, fitting in a triumphant 
Manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 


— 


of gels and Arch- angels, 7bou/and thouſandsDan. vii. 
all niniſtering unto him, and ten thouſand times**: 

rs, en thouſand Aanding before bim! to ſee © 

nd him, 1 ſay, not as an angry and in icenſed | Wd, 
be- Judge, but as a merciful Saviour and Re- 

' deemer, looking upon his faithful and be- \ 
nos loved Seryants with the tendereſt Affection, 

"ith and receiving them into the Arms of his 8 


uly Neverlaſting Mercy, with thoſe raviſhing 

ath Words, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, in 

berit the Kingdom prepared for you from 

be Foundation of the World ! 

But then, on the other band, with what 

\nguiſh and Deſpair will the Wicked and 

ngodly behold the dreadful Solemniies 

f tharawful Day! how will they tremble © © 
ad be confounded, when the Lord Jeſus, Theg, 
ball be revealed from Heaven with his7, 8. 
iehty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven > 
parice on them that know not God, and obey © 


they 


at the 1 89 our Lord my” chi When 1 ' | 
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ceeding all that we can now NONE con- 
ceive? 


O dleſſed Time? (to ofe the Words of 
Archbiſhop Tillolſen) when Mortality ſhall 

de {ſwallowed up of Life, and Death and 
Sorrow ſhall be no more! when we ſhall 
be eaſed of all our Pains, and reſol ved of 
all our Doubts, and be purged from all 
our Sins, and be freed from all our Fears, 
and be- happy beyond our Hopes, and 
5 Have all this Happineſs ſecured to us be- 

* youd the Power of Tim: and Change! 


* aA N * * 


* 


13: cannot but at preſent fill our Hearts with 
| Foy unſpeakable, and excite ds continually 


made us meet to be Partakers *of the Inheri- 
livered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and 


tranſlated us into the Kingdom of bis dear 
Jon: Soz when we come to have a nearer 


| prepared for us ; how will our Souls break 
forth into Extaſies of Love and joy! 


* 
/ 
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to give Thanks unto the Father, which bath 


tance of the Saints in Light ; who bath de. 


and more immediate View of the Glo- 
ties of that Kingdom which God hath 


| how will! it irauſport us to fee him, Whom | 
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„we bave loved aud faithfully ſerved! to 
ſee him, not arraigned for a Malefactor, 
f not hanging in a ſhameful Manner upon 


the Croſs ! but to ſee him, in all his Ma- 


qa Ml jeſty and Glory, fitting in a triumphant 

m Manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 
of gels and Arch-angels, thouſand thouſandsDan. Vit, 
in Wl ninifering unto him, and ten thouſand times o. 

rs, en thouſand Ranging before bim to ſee - 

ad MW him, I ſay, not as an angry and incenſed 

e- Judge, but as a merciſul Saviour and Re- 

P deemer, looking upon his faithful and be- 

10s loved Servants with the tendereſt Affection, 

ith and receiving them into the Arms of his 


ly Weverlaſting Mercy, with thoſe raviſhing 
11h Words, Come, ye Blefed of my Father, in” 
i- berit tbe Kingdom prepared for you from 
be Foundation of the World ! 

But then, on the other hand, with what 
Anguiſh and Deſpair will the Wicked and 


rer Ungodly behold the dreadful Solemnities 

lo- f that awful Day! how will they tremble 

ath ad be confounded, when the Lord Jeſus, Then 
eak all be revealed from Heaven with his7, 8. 

oy ! igbty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 

om eance on them that know not God, and obey 

we Wt be Ow WF our Lord Zefus Chriſt? When 


they 


1 * 111. 


ready to pronounce that dreadful Sen- 
tence, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into ever- 
laſting Fire prepared for * Devil and his 


Angels! 


Words ſhall then be ſpoken! How will 


Rev. vi. 
16. 


xx. 11, ſhall: they betake themſelves, when both: 


A 


fail on them, and to hide. them from the 


The Great Importance ( 
they ſhall ſee the Heavens paſſing away te 
with a great Voiſe, and the Elements melt- ſhall 
ing with fervent Heat; the Earth alſo, and I be to 
the Works that are therein, burnt up! when Time 
they ſhall behold the Jaws of Hell open lamen 
to receive them, and the great Judge of Lime 
the World, with Terror in his Looks, Hand | 
tance, 
unjuſt 
filthy 1 
fallen, 
of Tri: 
there . 
a firey 
dreadfu 
be bani 
of Him 
Me. 
of Fire 
llielh uc 
where t 
hains, 
and eve 
iccurſed 
enting | 
urragec 
Ire, 


Oh! what Confuſion - and Agonies will 
thoſe Souls be in, to whom thoſe dreadful: 


they call upon the Mountains and Rocks 1 


Face of him that fitteth on the Throne, and 
From the Wrath of the-Lamb!—But, alas! 
what will that avail them, when e 
great Day of his Wrath is come! Whither 


the Earth and the Heavuns ſhall flee frun 
the Preſence of the Fudge! If the Saviour 
of the World condemns them, who | ſhall 
intercede in their Behalf? If He, that once 
died to purchaſe their Salvation, will not 
fave them (as it is certain he will not ſave 

| . | the 


+ * tos » | f 1 . 
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me Wicked and Impenitent), to whom 


4 ſhall they fly for Succour ! It will then 

d be too late to cry for Mercy, when the 

n Time of Judgement is come; too late to 

en lament their Folly and Madneſs, when the 

of Time of Working is over: All Prayers 

5, and Entreaties, all Tears and Repen- 

n- unce, will then be in vain. He that ihe. xii, 

r. M7 f muſt be anjuft fill; and be that is*** 

vis % muſt be fl:by fill. As the Tree is 
fallen, ſo it muſt lie for ever. The Time 

vill Nor Trial, the Day of Gtace, is ended, and Heb. x. 

ful bbere remains no more Sacrifice for Sin; but 20, 27. 


vill Da Frey Indignation muſt devour them. The 
dreadful Hour is come, when they muſt 
be baniſhed for ever from the Enjoyment 

of Him, in whoſe Preſence alone is Tul. 
eſs of Joy ; and be doomed to thoſe Lakes 

of Fire and Brimſtone, where the Worm 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched; 
here they muſt be bound in everlaſting 
hains, and be Day and Night for ever Rev. any 
nd ever tormented by the Devil and his 10. 
ccurſed Spirits (thoſe eruel and unre- 
enting Beings) in the Flames of a moſt 


Putrageous aud never-to-be extinguiſhed 
ire, 


1 


Could 


A 
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"BSE: 
- Could I repreſent to you (ſays Arch. Ml... 


tue ar 


biſhop Tillotſen, in one of his excellent „„ 7] 


0 
U 


9 


K K K „ „ 


to flec from the Wrath to come, and tt 


Sermons) the Horror of that diſoal fy ,;, 


Priſon, into which wicked and impure 


Souls are to be thruſt, and the Miſery hifi 
they muſt there endure, without the nity 3 
leaſt Spark of Comfort, or Glimmering Truth: 
of Hope; how they wail and gronMz,., ,, 
under the intolerable Wrath of God, of Dar 
the inſolent .Scorn and Cruelty of De- to the 
vils, the ſevere Laſhes and Stings, the Ed Je 
raging Anguiſh and horrible Deſpair of ling 
their own Minds, without Intęrmiffion, hz; re 
wirhout Pity, and without Hope cf ruly w 
exrer ſeeing an End of that Miſery; chor 
which yet is unſupportable for one Mo- uch 1 


ment: Could I repreſent theſe Things 
to you accotding to the Terror of them; 
what Effet muſt they have upon us! 


nd no 
aſtenjr 
ind wil 


with what Patience could any Man bear hear | 

to think of plunging himſelf into this hers & 

Miſery ; and by his own wilful Fault and ud; ge 

Follies endanger his coming into thi this J 

Place and "lb of Torments ! K f endle 

| Oh! who, indeed, can think of ' thel 5, the 
Py Things without reſolying, in good earvetil.. 


Portar 


ſecue 


# 4 


* 


Of a RetiGrous Lies, | 


tue and Righteouſneſs! who, that believes 
the Wicked fhall be turned ints Hell, and 
all the People that forget God; that con- 


quifite Miſery and Torments to all Eter— 
nity z who, I ſay, that conſiders theſe 


ro Wi have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitfut M. orks 
50d, of Darkneſs, but give himſelf np entirely 


to the Service and Obedience of the bleſ- 


living ſoberly, rig bteouſiy, and ,godly in 


fon, 575 reſent World | In a word, who that is 
E- ol ruly wiſe, and conſiders that Time itſelf 
1 $ ſhort, and that the Time of Man is 
> 0 


uch ſhorter; that Eternity has neither 
nd nor Change; and that every Man is 


ppear before the awful Tribunal of God; 


nd, according as he has behaved himſelf 
chi Life, be then configned to a Place 
f endleſs Happineſs or Miſery ;—who, 1 
y, that reflects upon theſe great and 
portant \ Irnths, WR wit, Seriouſneſs 


ſecure a happy Eternity, by a Life of Vie- 


fiders what it is to dwell in the moſt ex- 


Truths, will not immediately reſolve fo 


ſed Jeſus, with unfeigned Reſolutions of 


aſtening to an eternal and invariable State, 
nd will in a-little Time be ſummoned to. 


here to give an Account of his Actions; 
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and Concern which they deſerve, - would Length, 
ever refign his Integrity and part wid Cod, 
that invaluable Prize, a good Conſcient egotte 
for the greateſt Happineſs this Worlr:7it:: 
eould promiſe him! How is it poſliblguc! a 
that a Man, who will give himſelf Tin ros, 
to conſider what it is to be under the etet /3/71; 
nal Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, ſhoulWch an 
do any Thing wilfully and deliberatel | a Se! 
Which he knows will provoke his Anger to en; 
What wiſe Man would not rather ſubſiitably 
mit to the worſt that could befall h kather, 
here in a ſhort. Life; than run the led rely t. 

» - Riſque of offending Him on. whom. But, 
| Welfare and Happineſs -mnſt _. depeifſÞſcnfible 
th hereafter, - as well ag at preſent, not on poy 
in this Life, but through all Eternity on 74, 
eſpecially when he; conſiders what .. ObliWuſelf f 
ations he is under to approve: himſelf {Wicther 
faithful Servant his great Maſter, ig Bu 

| to direct. and goyern /his whole Conduſſhrible D 
by the W ill of his Creator; when thinks 
reflects upon the infinite Love of Ge, w/ 
manifeſted in all the Works of, his Cre! bear 
tion and Providence, but eſpecially in t ba: 
ſtupendous Myſtery of our Redemption. 
ben he thinks gen the Breadth b unte 
5 6 540 
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rould Length, the Highth and Depth, of that Love 
wil God, which moved him to ſend his only- 
ienceWcgotten Son into the World, to be the 


Von ropitiation for our Sins, and to ſuffer a 
lde! and ignominious Death upon the 
TinWrols, that we might not periſh, but have 


perla/ting Life ! Oh! how is it poſſible but 
ch an one muſt be filled with ſo grate- 
| a Senſe of what God has done for him, 
to endeavour, all that in him lies, to act 


eter 
houll 


ratel) 


angel 
r ſub{itably to the infinite Love of ſo merciful 
11 hi Father, ſo kind and loving a Saviour !— 


rely the Love of God muſt conſtrain 
—Bur, if there be any one fo ſtupid and 
ſenfible, as not to be wrought upon by 
h powerful. Motives, let him reflect 


e lea 
vm 
lepell 
It onl 


ernitfon 7he Terrors of the Lord, and aſk 
,ObliWoſelf ſeriouſly this important Queſtion, 
nſclf Whether. he is able to dwell with ever- 
r, ing Burnings? Let him think upon that 
-onduWrible Day of the Lord, which, whether 


hen I thinks of it or not, will moſt afſuredly - 


of Gihe, when all that are in their Graves john v. 
is Cre! bear bis Voice, and ſhall come forth ; 28, 29 
in ti that have done Good, unts the Reſur-, 
mptioiſ en of Life ; and they they that have done 

4% oy unto the Reſurrection of Damnation ; - 


Lengil woben 


94 85 The Great ies tance. 


when the Kings of the Earth, and I 
great Men, and the rich Men, ſhall li 
\ themſelves in the Dens and in the Ry 


of the Mountains; and fhall ſay to Wigs w. 
Mcuntains and Rocks, Fall on us, and i ſueh 
. us from the Face .of Him that fitteth Hr Prop 
\ the Throne, and from the Wrath of WWs"y ce 
Lamb. Let him revolve in his Thoug Dang 
the miſerable condition of - thoſe wretchMW Earn 
Souls, that are now ſhut up in the Mi Salva 
gions of everlaſting Darkneſs, amongſ Ml The 
accurſed Company of infernal Spirits; Mizing 
then tell me, whether he thinks the ing to 
and momentary Pleaſures of a wicked tert 
Will compenſate for endleſs Miſery i ole G 
Torments. artily c 
There is no one, 1 believe, who tbifhences © 
at all, but muſt think otherwiſe. But you 1 
great Misfortune is, that many men a , 55 
inflamed by their Luſts and Paſſions, . 40 his c 
they are ſeldom cool enough for fober Day 
flections. Yet, if they would be perſuuſepare 
frequently to meditate upon Death MF Ama 
Judgment; if they would repreſent to tl When, 
Minds what a vaſt Diſproportion ther hb. 
| betwixt Time and Eternity, and fff Cd 
ſider that the Pleaſures of Sin, at r. Tie 
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but for a Seaſon, whereas its Puniſh- 

at is endleſs and intolerable; 1 ſay, 
1d Men be brought to think of theſe 
ings with any Seriouſneſs, I doubt not. 
ſuch Thoughts would in Time have 
ir proper Effect, and would ſo tho- - 
gzhly convince them of the great Folly | | : 
Danger of Sin, as to make them in | 
i Earneft ſer about the great NO of 

r Salvation. . 


* 
n 


—— — — — 


n 


2 
— — 
> I n 


- _ _—_— — 
* _ —— 
= . 


d i 
| bi 
Rot 


— —— > - 
"ITC _— > — . 
* ** —— : = 
. = I SAEED 3 


i 
_ * r — 
2 . 
— — — N —— = 
— : 
A, 
r ** 


— — 2 1 — . = 
7 * 4 — 1 Y = 1 2 y * AS - 
, — 7 . — X — 1 
5 — _— — — r r 2 * 6 oe . 
2. 2 r 3 —— * . \ K 2 - 8 — „ — > >a 
- 4 4 " 2 * —_—. — 6 . 2 
8 WS ” > — — — . 
= i — W 2 — 


= — 
— * — AS 
= 8 3 8 r LS 7 
Ez LM, — E 
8 _ 4 4 4 > LT 


the! 

gl“ The Judgment to come is a very 

ts; Mrazing Conſideration: it is a fearful : al 
ne Ming to hear of it; bat it will be much 1 


re terrible to ſee it, eſpecially to thoſe 5 
wſe Guilt muſt needs make them ſo 
artily concerned in the diſmal Conſe- 
ences of it: and yet, as ſure as I ſtand 
you ſit here, this great and terrible 

yy of the Lord will come; and who may 
de bis coming! What ſhall we do when 
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ions, ' | 
ber Day ſhall ſurprize us careleſs and 
perſu repared! What unſpeakable Horror 
eath | Amazement will then take hold of 


when, lifting up our Eyes to Heaven, 


all ſee the Son of Man coming in W; 
1 theit . Wo 1 
N Clouds with Power and great Glory, 4 - . RY 
and 0 1 1 
„ at Mr ungen, Sermons, Vol. II. p. . rept 
1 © when © + 
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7e Great Importance 


when that powerful Voice, which ſhal 
pierce the Ears of the Dead, {hall ring 
through the World, Ariſe, ye Dead, and 
come to Judgment! when the mighty 
Trumpet ſhall ſound, and waken thy 
Sleepers of -a thouſand Years, and ſun 
mon the diſperſed Parts of the Bodi 
of all Men, that ever lived, to ralj 
together and take their Places! an 
the Souls and Bodies of Men, which han 
been ſo long Strangers to one anothe 
ſhall meet, and be united again, to t 


R Mm M W 6 K M «„ «a 


„ 


A X M X 4 


ceive the Doom due to their Deed 
what Fear ſhall then ſurprize Sinners tand 
and how will they tremble at the P ber tl 
ſence of the great Judge, and for i, © 
Glory of his Majeſty! how will the WP P 

_ * Conſciences fly in their Faces, and f,, *0 
© own Hearts condemn them for t = 
« wicked and ungodly Lives, and ef ers 1 
© prevent. that Sentence, which yet fu % 5 
* certainly be paſſed and execũted ul reien 
C them! 9 We. 
Ohl! let me then inten every one, vii > ame 
all the Earneſtneſs that a Matter of fu "Babi 
nc 


vaſt Importance requires, frequently a 
ſcrioully to think eee eee 
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ay of judgment, and the great Ac- 
hunt they muſt then give; to conſider” 
th themſelves: how their Accounts ſtand 
th reſpe& to another Life; and what 
dreadful Condition they will be in; it 
Y ſhould be called to appear at the 
dement-ſeat of Chriſt, before they have * 
de their Peace with God, and ſecured | 
intereſt in the Merits and Interceffion 
their great Judge. But eſpecially let 
perſuade thoſe, who, in Purſuit of 


hall 


ring 


I ir unlawful . Pleaſures, have plunged 
Jeed mſelves in Senſuality and Wickedneſs, 


ſtand - Mill - a Moment, and conſider 
ther they are going. Let me beg of 
„ as they have any Regard for their 5 
ent Peace and Happineſs, or any 
ge for their precious Souls; as they” 


* 

1 d not leave this World under the 

4 el rors and Agonies of a guilty Con- 
ce, nor appear at the laſt, Day, in 


Preſence of God, of Angels, and of 
„ under all the Circumſtances of Hor- 
Shame, and Confuſion ; and, laſtly, _ 
ey would not then be baniſhed from 


f fud 17 
hs . Preſence of God, for ever, and be caſt 
mendd be na of . 
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T be Great port, 4 


be there torinented without Meaſure, ad 
without End; let me, I ſay, prevail upon 


them not to delay their Repentance ong 


Moment, but immediately forſake their 
evil Ways, and urn unto the: Lord thi 
God, 10 i. gracious and merciful, lon 
to Anger, and of great Kindneſs ;; and who 
has aſſured us, by his Prophet, that When 
the wicked Man. turneth away. from his Wick 
edueſi that be hath committed, and deth th 
ich is lawful and Tights. he /hall w_ hi 
Soul alive. 

As for thoſe happy Chriſtians, whe 
haye entered upon a good. Life, and ard 
engaged in the Practice of Virtue and Re 
ligion; who make the Glory of God, and th 
Salvation of their own Souls, and the Sod 
of others, their great Care and Concern; 
need only exhort them to. go on in thei 
Chpiſtian Courſe with Courage and Rel, 
Jution ; 3.70 hold ſaft - their Proſe Mon, a 
with an unwearied Diligence t preſs 1 
wards the Mark, for the Prize of the big 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; nothin! 


Phi. i. 6. doubting, but that be that 2 begun 


good Work in them, will perform it uni 
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chk has promiſed ; and therefore they may Fl 
reſt aſſured, that he will remember and re-. 1 
ward their Work of Faith. and Labour FI Theſ. i, — 1 
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Cbriſt; and that in due Senſon they ſhall Gal.vi.g.. 
reap, if they faint not. Yet a little while, Heb. x. 
and he that Jhall come will come; and his37» .' 
Reward is with bim, to give to every Man Rey, Ali. 
according as his Work ſhall be: To' him that . 
overcometh, he will grant to fa ; with him in © TOY 5 
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be at an End: that Crown of Life, whichger, ii; 
God hath promiſed. to his faithful Servants,'9 Wi 
will then be beſtowed upon them; and  - B I 
they ſhall be admitted to an e in- pet. 1. 4. 
corruptible and undefiled, and that Fadeth 20 
" away, They ſhall then be received into a | 
Place of endleſs Bliſs and Joy, # here there pe, 2 
ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, . 
Crying ; -neither ſhall there be any more Pain; - - 
but all Tears. ſhall be wiped from their Eyes; EST 1 1 
and Hae mall for ever enjoy t che moſt Went . - . nn 
11 F . keck ip 4 ' ns 


h his Ti hrone ; even as be alſo overcame, and E f | 
" "Wl is ſat down with his Father in his Throne. - 1 
* O happy, happy Time! for thoſe bleſſed A ! 

de Souls 10 ove fought the good Fr d WM 

*＋ ' kept the Faith. All their Labours will then q fl 


zothin! 
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fect and conſummate Happineſs, - and fing 
eternal Allelwjabs of P. aiſe and Thanſgiving 

unto him that fitteth upon the Throne, and fo 

be Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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I have ſhewn it is; u.. 


die comfortably, and at laſt intitle us, 
through the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus 


the other hand, Guilt, be its own Puniſh- 
ment an this World, and everlafting Miſery 

will moſt certainly be the Lot and. Portion 
of) the Wicked and Impenitept i in the next; 
ba Manner of Perſons ought we to be in all 
f * Se boly Converſalion and Godlineſs ! and how 
| . and immoveable ſhould this make us 


ae. EEE F a good Life be e wit | 
| £ 1 1 ſo many Advantagesa as, l hope 


. 3 will make us live at, 


_ Chriſt, to an eternal Inheritance in that 
© Kingdom whick he” has purchaſed for us 
with his moſt precious Blood; and if, on 


in the Ways of God's Laws, and in the 


Works 15 n Commandments with what - 
"OS 


Indi; 
por 
flee 1 
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as fü 
ſider, 
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have 
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| God 


Labou 
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8 Indignation and Abhorrence ſhould we look | 
15 upon Sin; and with what Speed ſhould we 
to flee-from that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 
that would rob us of our preſent, as well 
as future, Happineſs ! how ſhould the Con- 
$ ideration of theſe Things make us take heed Heb, iii. 
| bf there be in any of us àn evil Heart of *** p 
| Unbelief, in departing from the living God! 
| and how ſtedfaſtly ſhould we reſolve to 
ich WM have no Fellowſhip 00 the unfruitful Works 
pe, of Darkneſs, but to walk as Children of Light 


it in the Ways of true Piety and Holineſs: 

ily, and not to delay for one Moment the Care 

us, of our immortal Souls! The Day is fr 
ent, the Night i is at hand, and there is no 
hat Time to be loſt, - We have a great Work to 5 Ee 7 
us do: a Work that requires and deferves our 
on i utmoſt Care and Diligence. If we W 


in- it well, great will be our Reward in Hea- 
ſery Wl ven: for, faithful i is He-that has promiſed, 
tion WW And we may be aſfured that, if we are 
ext; diligent and induſtrious i in the Work which 
n al God hath alligned' to us in this World, our. 
how Labour ſhall not be 12-vain in the Lord: for, 
e us if we baue our Fruit unto Holineſs, our End 
the we be . Life. But if, inſtead of 
et ͤ KK worin 


a 7 * „ * bu 4 * 
r 
* # M it 2 
7 / 
* ; a 


— 


7 he Great 18 tance | 


ip. ii. working ont . our Salvation with Fear and Hex. 
Trembling, that is, with the greateſt Care Nec 
and Circumſpection, we are negligent and Tan 
remiſs i in the Service of our great Lord and Forg 


Maſter Feſus Chriſt; if, inſtead of King hear! 
ſoberly, rig btcouſiy, and godly, in ibis preſent WM unto 
World, we lea] vicious and wicked Lives, of th 
and ſpend our Days in Sin and Vanity; from 
miſerable will be our Condition both here MW afur 
and hereafter : for, although God is a Being and « 
of infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, and is He 5 
patient and long - ſuffering towards Sinners, Son, 
being unwilling that any ſhould periſh, but believ 
tbat all ſhould come to Repentance ; yet we 07 4 
muſt remember, that he is alſo infinitely It 
juſt, and will aſſuredly vindicate the Honour neſs, 
| of his Laws. All Sin and Wickedneſs | is an Merc 
Abomination in his Sight. He is of purer of his 
Dyes than to behold Iniquity * and if his Parte 
Mratb be kindled, yea but a little, wat will MW of Si 
become of the Wicked and Ungodly L No- if we 


thing but a ſincere Repentance and Amend- Pente 
ment of Life, will be ſufficient to ſecure ur [ 
them from the Vengeance which he'hath perfec 
threatened to pour down upon all obſtinate MY 224 8 


and rebellious Sinners: and true Repen · 
1 tance will moſt undoubtedly avert his An- 
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ger. He hath declared himſelf to be a God 


merciful and gracious, forgiving  Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion, and Sin; and hath promiled 


Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them that, with 
hearty Repentance and true Faith, turn 


unto him. He hath no Pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked, but that i he Wicked hoould turn 
from his Way and live. 
aſſure us of his great Love to Mankind 
and of his Deſire to be reconciled unto us, 


He hath ſent his Son, his only, his beloved 
Son, into the World, to the End that all that john i iii. 
believe in him ſhould not periſh, but- Bur * 
everlaſting Life. 


It hath pleaſed God, of his infinite Good- 
neſs, to eſtabliſh a moſt gracious Covenant of 


Mercy with Mankind through the Mediation 
of his own Son: and the Condition on his 
Part of the Covenant, na mely, the Remiſſion 
of Sins, is always ready to be made good, 
if we fail not, on our Part, of ſincere Re- 
thorough Reformation of 
Our Sog hath made a full, 
perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblsttdd, 

and Satisfaction, for the Sins of the whole 


pentance and a 
our Lives. 


Worte He hath ſuffered a eruel and 
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And, in order to 
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Lives. 


. 1 Great meme: 


ignominious Death upon the Croſs for out 
Sakes; and by his Death and Sufferings hath' 
6 purchaſed this Grace for us, that real Re. 


pentapce, and the ſincere Endeavour of per- 


fect Obedience, ſhall be accepted, inſtead of 


Innocence ; bur, without this Repentance, 
and renewed Endeavour of perfect Obe- 


dience, we ſhall not be accepted upon any 


Terms. The Sacrifice which he offered upon 


the Croſs, although of infinite value, will 
be of no Avail to us, unleſs, in Conformity 


to his Neath and Reſurrection, we die unto 


Sin, and riſe again unto Newneſs of Life. 


Nothing but a good Life will entitle ys to 


the Favour and Love of God: and, without 
his Favour, we are of all Creatures the moſt 
5 Better had it been for us never 
to have been born, than to have made God 


miſerable. 


our Enemy by leacing vicioas and wicked 


his Creatures, and the Fountain and Foun- 


dation of all our Comforts and Enjoyments 
in n. Life, a of all our Ow and Ex- 


„ 


* A 


Let it then, above all Things be 
our great and conſtant Endeavour to make 
Him our Friend, who is the beſt of Beings, 
the ſovereign Good and Happineſs of all 


- - * , ; | = 
* * Wes a A 


—— * 


07 4 RELIGIOUS L1r E. 


ur pectations in that which | is to come. Let 
th us make Religion the great Buſineſs of our 
tes: Lives; and, while we have Time and Op. 
er- portunity, let us prepare ourſelves, by a 
of Life of Virtue and Righteouſneſs, for that 
be, great Account which we muſt one Day give. 
e- Let Ot the Pleaſures and Vanities of this 
ny World, which will ſhortly have an End, 
on MW make us unmindful of the great and mo- 
ill WW mentous Concerns of Eternity.—O Eter- 
iry- nity! how amazing are the Thoughts ct. 
to it! Who, that conſiders what it is to live 
fe, MW for ever in a State of endleſs Happineſs or 


to Miſery, would not labour and ſtrive, with 
ut all his Might, to ſecure the one and avoid 
% MW the other! Now, this can only be done 
by a good Life: for without Helineſs nd 
Man ball fee the Lord. Heayen is pre- 
pared for thoſe only who fear God, and 
live in a ſtrict Endeavour to perform a per- ut 
fect Obedience to his Will. There ſhall in NO prov. wi. Bi 
wiſe enter into that Holy Place any Thing that 27. oy 
defileth, neither” 'zobatſoever-worketh abomina- 
tion, or maketh a Lie; but they which are 
_ written in the Lamb's Book of Life. And thoſe 
only are the Good and Virtuous, who haye . 
kept theraſelyes from the Pollutions of this 
F 4 ih wicked. 


4-4 


Te G reat perla 
wicked World, and have led a Life of Piety 
and renewed Obedience towards God, 400 
of Loye and Charity towards their Neigh- 
bours. To all others, that bleſſed Lamb of 
. God will declare he knows them not. To 
and compaſſionate Saviour will ſay, Depart 
Fron me. Dreadful Words! Whither muſt 


bidden to depart from the Saviour of the 
5 World! —Whither, indeed, but to that dif. 


s prepared for the Devil and his Angels . ; 


= of us Grace to ſee and follow the Things 
W- that belong to our everlaſting Peace, kit 
= they be hid from our Eyes, and all © Oppor- 
tunities of reconciling ourſelves to our of- 
fended God be for ever loſt and- gone !— 


13114 and keep bis Commandments ; for, this is the 
 _ awhole Duty of Man. For God ſhall bring 
every Work into Judgment, and every ſecret 
Thing, whether it be Good, or whether jt be 


ihe Workers of Iniquity, even that merciful 
ſuch wretched Souls go, when they are 


mal Place of Horror and everlaſting Miſery | 


May God, of his infinite Mercy, give all 


May every one of us be perſuaded to hear - | 
Becher ail. ken to the Advice of Solomon: Fear God 


Evil —And Ry. we always keep in Re- f 
membrance | 


Seek 
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membrance that merciful Caution of our | 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour; Match therefore, Matt. xxv. 
for ye know neither the: Day nor the Hour, 15 


4 


uber in the Son of Man cometh. 
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e Moſt glorious Lord God, Ra 45; 


$ merciful Father in Chriſt Jeſus, 


who, by. patient Continuance in Well- 


doing, feek. for Glory and Honour and Im- 
mortality; Give me, I moſt humbly be- vg 
ſeech thee, a firm and unſhaken Faith in all 


thy Promiſes; that, being fully perſuaded 


of thoſe important Truths which thou haſt 
revealed to us in the Goſpel, I may make 
it the principal Care and Concern of my 
whole Life to pleaſe and obey. thee in all 
Things. And, that 1 may obtain thoſe 
1 which they doſt prom: tA. me 
| „ 


? 


— 


5 


. who haſt prepared for them 
that love thee ſuch good Things 
as paſs Man's Underſtanding, and bait 
promiſed | to give eternal Life to them 
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- The Great Importance. 
to love that which thou doſt command; and 


grant that, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy 


Spirit, I may be enabled to perſevere in 


the practice of a holy Life, even to the laſt 
Moment of my Days. 


| Let the Hopes and Expectations af chat 


unſpeakable Happineſs, which thou haſt 
prepared for us hereafter, enable me to paſs 


through this Vale of Tears and Miſery 


with Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to thy 


bleſſed Will, and to bear with Patience 


whatever Troubles thou, in thy great Wil 
dom, ſhalt ſee fit to lay upon me. 


O Lord! give me a Heart raiſed above the 


EH Vanities and Enticements of this World, 
and free from all the Pollutions and Defile- 


ments of it. Fix my T houghts, my Hopes, 


— 


and my Deſires, upon Heaven and heavenly 
Tgnhings; that, having always in View that 


Crown of Glory which thou haſt laid up 


— 


for us hereafter, I may preſs towards the 


Mark for the Prize of the high Calling of 
God in Chriſt Jefus : and, being ſtrength- 


ened by thy Grace, and ſupported | by thy 
Holy Spirit, I may run-with Patience the 


Race te thou haſt ſer before us; that, 
5 os t 


| hs of Rerribution ſhall. 
| come, 


'B ö 
/ 


Of 's Ne tert LIr E. 


come, I may look up to my moſt merciful 4 
Judge with Joy and Comfort, and may hear Wi 
thoſe raviſhing Words pronounced unto = 1 
me, Well done, thou good and faithful Ser- 5 ia 0 
vant, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. Þ 1 
Grant this O-merciful Father, through the 2 
alone Merits, and for the Sake, of my eter-- 
nal Advocate and. Mediator . k 
Auen. 5 1 
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| KG MOST gracious God, and kind 


Father! in all Humility of 
ce Soul and Body, we -preſent 
Sj ourſelves before the Throne of 


thy Majeſty and Glory, acknowledging that 


we are thy dependent Creatures; and that 


from thy bountiful Hand we have received 
many and exceeding great Bleſſings. 


By Thee, we Were wonderfully made; 


by thy Power we have ever lince been 


preſerved; and it is owing to thy great 


Mercy and Goodnefs that we haye not 
been cut off in the midſt of our Sins, 
but that Thou haſt been patient and long: 
ſuffering towards us, and haſt given us 
this Opportunity of coming into thy-Pre- 
- ſence to renew our Praiſes and Acknov: 


1 ledgments to thy Divine Majeſty. O Lord, 


- thy. Compaſſion fails not. 
nave open preſerved the ater ne and 


By. Thee we 
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and 1 
every 


Sight 


* 


of th 


| _ 
to o 
Den 


timab 
make 
our L 


the g 
ſecure 
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fer a FAMILY. 
to thy Goodneſs we aſcribe it, that we are 


brought in Health and Safety to "_ Be- 7. 


ginning of this 0.5: 1 
Accept, we humbly pray thats. of our 


unfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 
Bleſſings which thou haſt been pleaſed to 


beſtow upon us; and pardon, we beſeech 
Thee, for the Sake of thy Son Chrift 


Jeſus, our great Unworthineſs of what . 


Give us ſuch a 
Senſe Vf thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, 


Thou haſt done for us. 


as may engage us more and more to love 
and obey Thee, and make us afraid . of 


every Thing that — be diſpleaſing in * | | 


Sight. 


O Lord! vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure 511 
of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may de- 
fend us againſt the Snares and Tempta- 
tions of this wicked World, and enable us 
to overcome all our corrupt and ſinful | 
Give us a true Senſe of the ineſ- 
timable Value of our Souls, that we may 


Deſires. 


make it the chief Care and Concern of 


our Lives to work out our Salvation with _ 
the greateſt Care and Diligence, and to 
ſecure an Intereſt in * W which 5 5 


| better on Life irſelf. 
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A Mongyine PRAYER 


w ithdraw. our Minds from the Love of 
chis World, and place them upon Heaven 
and heavenly I hings.. Give us Grace to 


uſe the Bleſſings which thou art pleaſed ; 


to beſtow upon us, with Temperance, So- 
briety, and Moderation; with an entire 
Fruſt and Dependence on thy fatherly 
Care and good Providence, and with a 


perfect Submiſſion to thy bleſſed Will in 


all Things. 

O Lord! root out. of our Hearts all 
Pride and Envy; all Hatred, Malice, and 
IIl-will. Put away from us all Cenſori- 
ouſneſs- and Uncharitableneſs, all Lying 
and Slandering, and whatever elſe is con- 
trary to a truly Chriſtian Spirit: :. and en- 
due us, we moſt humbly pray Thee, with 
that Meckneſs and Humility which is in 


thy Sight of ſo great Value, and with all 


thoſe holy and Chriſtian Diſpoſitions Which 
thou loveſt and-delighteſt in. 
Inſtruct us in all. the Particulars of our 
Duty which we owe. to Thee, -our Neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves. Guide us by thy 


Right- hand, and conduct us by thy good 


_  -Spirit, through all the Buſineſs and Affairs 
| a this. * Teach us to at with Faith- 
| 1 - nes 
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Souls, 
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fulneſs and Honeſty in every Thing that 
we undertake; and give us ſuch a Pread 
of thy Diſpleaſure, and ſuch a Senſe of 
thy continual Preſence with us, as may 9 - 
ſecure us, by thy Grace, againſt all the 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, 

Be with us, O Lord, this Day, where- 9is ir ts 
ever We go, and in whatſoever. we do,” 2 — 

In d dun- 

Preſerve us from the Dangers of Evil day Morn- 
Company ; from the Deceitfulneſs of our; 4 


* 
own Hearts; and defend us more eſpe -I, al fo : 
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cially from thoſe Sins, that are moſt apt % in» If 
to betray and enſnare us. Let thy Ble MW 


ſing accompany all our honeſt Labours ; 
and vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure of 
Health, and other temporal Bleſſings, as , 
thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for us. We 
deſire, O Lord, to leave ourſelves, and 
all our Concerns, in thy Hands; 'humbly 
beſeeching Thee to take us, and all that 
our belong to us, under the Protection of thy 
igh- good Providence; and ſo to bleſs, direct, 
thy and guide, us in this Life, that we may 
;ood WF at laſt obtain that greateſt of all Bleſſings, 
Fairs the eternal Salvation of our immortal 
aith- wank _— the Merits, and for the 
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114 A Monninc-PrRAYER. 


Sake, of thy dear Son, and our alone Sa. {ered u 

viour Jeſus Chriſt : for whom our Souls Manner 

adore and praiſe thy glorious Name, and Wo thy 

in whoſe moſt holy Words we ſum. up our Holy V 

_ own, and the Wants of all . ſaying, ons th; 

| Our Father, &c. rant t! 

9 1% Diſpoſe our Hearts, O Lid, ian yard Pe 

| be uſed on bly beſeech thee, to a ſerious Attendance f thy | 

= - — upon thee in all holy Duties. Make us race, a 
alia of duly mindful of all thy ſacred Inſtitutions, lans, ar 
=z 2 and grant that we may never ſo far fors odly L 
* get the Intereſt of our Souls, as to ne- all hav 


- gle& the religious Obſervance of the Chriſ- W Life « 


tian Sabbath. And as thou haſt brought by Son, 
us to the Beginning of this ſacred Dari Vt whor 
ſo be thou gracioufly pleaſed to take us nd in w 
into thy Protection, and to aſſiſt us in 2. own, 
right Diſcharge of the Duties of it. With- ! "Ss 


draw our Minds from the Care and Buſi- 

_ -neſs and Pleaſures of this Life, which will 
ſhortly hate an End, that we may more 
freely attend upon the great Concerns of 
that far better Life, which is to laſt for 
evermore. Give us awful Thoughts of 
- Shy great Majeſty, and a lively Senſe of 
our own Wants; that our Prayers and 


Prailes, and all our Services, Tg be of. Wm 
. red | 


for a . 


fered up in ſuch a ſerious and devout 
Manner, as may render them acceptable 
n thy Sight. Make us attentive to thy 
oly Word, and to all the good Inſtruc- 
ions that thall this Day be given us: and 
rant that we may not reſt in mere out- 
vard Performances; but, by a right Uſe 


m- 

nce f thy holy Ordinances, may grow in 
us race, and become every Day better Chriſ-. 
ns, Nians, and fo improve in all virtuous and 
for: Wodly Living, that, when this ſhort Life 
ne. Whall have an End, we may dwell with Thee 
\rif. Life everlaſting, through the Merits of 
bt y Son, and our alone Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 
Jay; r whom our Souls bleſs and praiſe thee, 
us Ind in whoſe moſt holy Words we ſum up 
_ own, and the Wahts of all Mankind, 
ich. Ving, Our Fn &c. 
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An Evextne-Paarrs. 


thee, a: 
#24 ee ee bebe if thou 
| 5 * deſerve 
An EVENING Pravgs for a Faul. thee bu 
| and Di 
* KXKHMOST merciful and graciou Bur, 
* o * Lord God! the great Creator, not in 
* Preſerver, and Governor, dt upon u 
KENNEN M the World! Thou art infinih Christ 
in Mercy and Goodneſs to all that cal veritori 
upon thee faithfully, and haſt promiſed, dur ma 
that when two or three are gathered toy La 
ther in thy. Name, thou wilt be in t hateve 
Midft of them. Look down, we humblgMime t. 
beſeech thee, upon us thy unworthy CreaWicaſe th 
tures, who are here aſſembled before they Sery 
acknowledging chat thou art a God grealſl Conv! 
to be feared for thy Power and JuſticeWreat Fo 
greatly to be beloved for thy infinite Pei; ſo afr 
fections and Geodneſs, and greatly to bWbſtain 1 
praiſed for thy Bounty and merciful KindWo noth 
neſs. But as for ourſelves, we confeſs, ( ight. 
Lord, that we are vile and ſinful Creatureouls be 
that we have, in many Things, acted courant th 
trary to thy moſt ho}y Will, and haye neWoſpel o 
ther loved bee. feared thee, 1 nor oben d wor! 


- 


for a Family. 


"9 if thou ſhould'ſt deal with us as we have 
deſerved, we, could expect nothing from 


and Dif) pleaſure. 


not in the Death of a Sinner, look down 


meritorious Death and Sufferings, pardon 
bur many and great Tranſgreſſions of thy 
oly Laws; and grant that we may amend 
hateyer we have done amiſs, and for tha 
lime to come may be more cateful to 
leaſe thee, and more ſincerely devoted * 


they Service and Obedience. | 

rea Convince us thorougly, O Lord, of the 
ufticeWreat Folly and Danger of Sin, and make 
e Fei; ſo afraid of offending thee, that we may 


bltain from all Appearance of Evil, and 


Kind nothing but What is pleaſing” in thy 
eſs, (Wight. Let the Intereſt of our immortal 
tures Wouls be our chief Care and Concern; and 
d courant that we may live as becomes the 
re nefſ@Þoſpel of Chriſt, denying: all Ungodlineſs 
bed worldly Luſts, and living righteouſly, 


eB 
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thee, as we ought to have done. O Lord! 


thee but the Severities of Aby Joſt Wrath 
Bur, O gracious Father, who deligbteſt 


pon us, we beſeech thee, . in thy Son. 
Chriſt Jeſus; and, for the Sake of his 


Ps and godly, in this preſent World. 
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An Evznxinc PRAYER. 


Bin, as wichout thee we are not able 
to pleaſe thee, grant us the Aſſiſtance of 
thy Grace and Holy Spirit, that we may 
. Pats through all the Temptations of this 
World with Peace and Innocence and 
Safety; and enable us to bear up, with 
Courage and Reſolution, againſt all the 
Aſſaults of our great Adverſary the Devi, 
Who i is daily lying in wait to deſtroy us. 

Brluffer us not, O merciful God, to be 
led away by the vain and fooliſh Cuſtoms 
of this World, nor ſeduced from our Dut 
by the Company and Example of thi 
Wicked and Ungodly ; but grant that we 
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ch as | 
may make thy Laws the Rule of all out Wir. 
Actions, and faithfully diſcharge our Duy Refori 


in the ſeveral Stations wherein thy Fron 
| dence; is pleaſed to place us. - - 

Make us duly mindful. that chu a 
1 every where, and privy. to ol 
_ moſt ſecret Thoughts; 3 that we. mi 
never dare to do any Thing but wha 
thou approveſt, and of which we mz 
not fear to give an account at the gre! 

and terrible Day of the Lord Jeſus. - Of 

and prepare us for that ſolemn Time b 
- virtuous and holy Lite! Note s. \W 
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ble fall appear before the great Judge of all 
: ofthe World, we may be found in the Num- 
nay ber of thoſe. happy Souls, whom he ſhall 
this hen pronounce bleſſed. 5 
and Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
withend, and bring them to the Light and 
the nowledge and Practice of thy Laws. | 
eig Remove, we humbly beſeech thee, all 
8. Nrrors and Corruptions, all Diviſions and 
ifſentions, from every Communion of 
ton briſtians; and grant that the Lives of 
Out oſe who profeſs themſelves the Diſciples 
"oF Chtift, may be holy and exemplary. and 
* uch as become the Goſpel of our bleſſed 
aviour. 
* Reform all Things chat are amiſs in 
roſe Kingdoms. Root out from among 
Call Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, all 
ncharitableneſs and Animoſities. Pardon 
ur great and crying Sins; avert the Exils 
tat we have deſerved ; continue the Light 
thy glorious Goſpel among us; and give 
8 all Grace to turn from the Evil of our 
ays unto the Lord our Ge. 
Bleſs our Sovereign Lord the King, 
ne d all that are in Authority under him 
th 1 in Church ang State. Make each of 
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them, in their ſeveral Places and Stations 
- uſeful ,and ſerviceable to thy Glory, and 
© the Good and Welfare of this need and 
Nation. 
; And, 'O Thou, ws art the Father o 
Nlercies, and God of all Conſolation, look 
down with Pity and Compaſſion, upon a 
thy afflicted Servants every where; gin 
them Courage, and Patience, Comfo 
and Support; and, in thy gdod Ti 
a joyful Deliverance out of all the 


Troubles. IPs, but 

Send down thy Bleflngs Spiritult au yes to 
Temporal upon all our Friends and Rehe thee. 
tions. Do good unto thoſe that have, I. Days 


any Time, done or wiſhed us Evil; al Ve cc 


vouchſafe to every one of us, and to aWthy of 
Chriſtians, whatever thou knoweſt to be belt, in C 
for our temporal and eternal Welfare. d Goo 
And now, O Lord, we deſire, with commen 
Humility of 'Soul and Body, to adofe ur and: 
incomprehenſible Majeſty, and to pfal fly Care 
thy great and glorious Name, for all. th kechipg 
manifold Mercies and Favours vouchfiſq id Defen 


to us and all Mankind; but, above all, f Almig 
_ thy Wali Love i in . b y Ange 
eu "TEM mes near 
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World unto thyſelf by the Death and Suf- | | | 
ings of thy dear Son. | 
We bleſs thee for our Creation and Pigs 
vation, for our Health, Strength, Peace, 
nd Safety; for the Comforts and Con- | 
eniencies of this Life, and the Hopes and 
xpectations- of a far better, through thy | 
nder Mercies in Chriſt 8 1 
0 Lord, imprint in our Hearts ſuch a | bj 
ep Senſe of thy Mercies, that we may 1 
ew forth thy Praiſes not only with our q 
ips, but in our Lives, by giving up our- - 1 
hes to thy Service, and by walking be. | 
re thee 1 in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all eg pa up 
e Days of our Lives. © OY | 
We confeſs, - O Lord, that we are un ..-._ 
to Myrthy of the leaſt of all thy Favourss -: FM 
t, in Confidence of thy infinite Mercy 
d Goodneſs, we do in great Humility 
commend ourſelves,. our Souls, and Bo: 
ss, and all that belong to us, to thy fa - +I 
fly Care and good Providence ; humbly g 9 4 is 
bine thee, who art our only Safe  -- - 
d Defence, to take us this Night under — 
Almighty protection, and to give thy _- _. 
1 Angels Charge over us, wet no N 3 Tos 1 
mes near to hurt us. Ry 
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An EvzxIxs PRAVER for 2 Fault. 
Refreſh our Bodies with quiet Reſt and | 
q $4 


"few, and our Souls with the Comforts of 
thy Holy Spirit : and, when thou ſhil 


give us everlaſting Reſt and Peate in thi 
eternal Kingdom, through the Merits, and . 
for the Sake, of our bleſſed Saviour a MS 


Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, who hath tavgli ® © 
us, When we Pray, to ſay, Our F Tec, 12 0 


„ ee 


. 805 MOST great, moſt mighty; 
© o © and moſt glorious Lord God! 
look down from the Habitation 

_— of thy Holineſs upon me thy 
unworthy Creature, who am come into thy 
Preſence to adore thy incomprehenſible Ma- 
'elty, and to preſent before thee the Morn- 
ing Sacrifice of my unfeigned Praiſes, for 
the many and undeferved Mercies 8 haſt | 
beſtowed upon me. 


O Lord, I acknowledge, Hin to > Midi a, 
Right belongs eternal Honour, Glory, Praiſe, 
and Adoration; os thou art this Meas. 7 8 
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Things were- Conde, and. oy v hoſe e e 
Power and Goodaeſs they are "refed and 
kept i in Being. "rw 1.8. P 34 "+ iN 3.0, 


Bleſſed be th . Goc DER 
Which hath: eder me to ſuch a Degrees 
4 M a 1 that ih am in ſome meaſure ca- 
7 N „„ 8 1 


— 
SET Ls 
7 $47 . 


A* 


——— * T 


* 5 ak — 3 p _—_— 
F e 
- A e C Ee A — — 
r rr N 
: 
* 3 5 I 
** dm % 
22 . : 
Ges i 
9 * 
* * - 


* 
/ Wh 
4 


PR 
\ T 
N 
9 
+} ; 
. U 1 
E 
18 
P2118 
Ty 
23 x4 5 
* * 7 
»f * 1 P 
Nes 7 
in 
147 
4 . 
1 
1 i 
1 ; 
"4%; 158 
4 ! 
. x 
— 
LY 1 
? 4 ö 
* . 
1 0 
by x 
L 71 1 i 
49's ity 
0 2 13 
[ 
7 f 
. 
= + 1 q 
= 7! : 
8 
1 
F N 
H 1 U 
1 
5 
oo ads 3 
Hh. 
BY i. : 
= "& & 
28 & : 
aq g 
TH 
Ti. 3.5 
"* . 
N 
I A T 
1. 22 1& 
1. 4.4 
10 
n 
FS. 
> #5 
. 
0 + 
1 
97 
. 
oF. 
1 
4 
z 
A 
7 i 
is 4 
4 
5 7 5; 
1 
59 
4 
| „ A Y 
? 89 * 
\ 's p 
0 Is | 5 
£4 - 
h 4 
of 
* 


r — 
r — — — 
| —— — 2 


4 Mornincs- P's AYE K. 
pable to know thee, to love thee, to ſerve 
thee, and to obey thee. 

Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, at was 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and early dedi- 


cared to thee by Baptiſm ; that by thy 
Grace and Goodneſs I have been preſerved 
to this Moment; and that I have in any 

| meaſure eſcaped the Pollutions of this 
wicked World, _ 
I bleſs thee likewiſe, O Tord, for all thy 
temporal Mercies, and in particular for the 


Refreſhments of the Night paſt; for pro- 


tecting me from all evil Accidents, and for 
raiſing me up in Health and Safety to praiſe | 


uy Goodneſs. 


Pardon, O moſt gracious God, all the un 
worthy Returns I have made for thy exceed - 
ing Kindneſs and Mercy; and vouchſafe me 


ſuch a Senſe of thy infinite Love, as may 


[4 inſpire me with more vigorous and hearty 


Endeavours to ſerve thee for the goa to 


come. | 
© Lord, I acknowledge: that Tin am a 


weak and frail Creature, and that without 


thy Help I am not able to bear.up againſt 
the Trials and Temptations: of this World. 
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Holy Spirit to them that aſk it; I am em. 
boldened to implore his divine Aſſiſtance to 
ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, to help my Infir- 
mities, and ſo to fortify my Mind, that I 


may not be tempted above what I am able 
to bear, nor ſeduced from my Duty to thee, 


by the deceitful Inticements of the World, 
the Fleſh, or the Devil. 


Root out of my Heart, O God, all Pride | 


and Vain- glory; all Bitterneſs and Uncha- 
ritableneſs; all Envy, Hatred, and Malice; 
and ſuffer me not to be led away by any of 
the fooliſh Cuſtoms and falſe Maxims of 
this World, And, O merciful Father, be 
thou pleaſed, of thy great Goodneſs, to en- 


due me with that Wiſdom which is from 
above, which is firſt pure, and then peace- 
able; with that Meekneſs and Humility, _ 
which is in thy Sight of ſo great Price; 5 
and with that truly Chriſtian Temper and 
Diſpoſition, which 25 loveſt and aner 7 


eſt in. 
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Lord, ſanRify unto me all thy a 
'Diſpenſations, and let every Thing, Thou 
alt think fit to ſend me, prove a Bleſ. _ 
x. —— Advantage to my Soul. n N 
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A MORNING-PRA VER 
me Grace to be entirely ſubmiſſive and con. 


tented under all the Afflictions, Trials, and 


Diſappointments, which thy Wiſdom ſhall 


judge proper in order to bring me to thy- 


ſelf; and grant that by every Adverſity 
that ſhall befall me, I may be weaned from 


this World, and more cloſely united unto 


thee. 


Make me e always mindful of my own 
Frailty; of the Shortneſs. and Uncertainty 
of this Life; and of the Eternity of the 
next. Give me Grace ſo.to live, as I ſhall 


wiſh I had done when I come to die. Let 


not Sickneſs or Death ever ſurprize.me un- 


awares, or find me in a State unprepared; | 


but grant that I may finiſh the great Work, 
which thou haſt given me to do, before the 
Night cometh, when no man can work. O 


let me live in ſuch a conſtant Preparation 
for my latter End, that how ſuddenly ſoever 


thou ſhalt be pleaſed to take me out of this 
World, I may be found ready for my great 


Account, through the Merits of my bleſſed 


Saviour and Redeemer J clus Chriſt. 
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for a PERSON in PRIVATE. 127 
Be with me, O Lord, this Day in all7%* 5 


be omitted 
Places, and upon all Occaſions. Dire&,, © Fun- 


and guide, ſanctify and preſerve me. % Morn 


ing, and 


Keep me both outwardly in my Body, 1 . 


and inwardly in my Soul. Let thy ee 


fing accompany all my honeſt Deſigns ad, 
and Undertakings; and grant that I may 
undertake nothing but what is apree- 


able to thy bleſſed Will. Give unto mes 


and all that belong to me, ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of Health, and other temporal Bleſ- 


ſings, as thou ſeeſt beſt and molt fitting 


for us; but, above all things, give us thy 
Grace and Favour; that our Lives may 


eternal State happy and glorious with me 
through the Merits of thy Son and court 


alone Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous; "> I, 3 
in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum up my 15 


own and the Wants of all Mankind, ins, 
Our Father, &c. 


Accept, I beſeech thee, 0 moſt orach des dar- 3 
ous God, my hearty Deſires to glorify thee % Worn 7 


Ing, inſlicaa _ F 


in an eſpecial manner on this Day,- which of theprece- 


ding Para» ' | 
thou haſt peculiarly | fandtified 1 __ 127 . 1 
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| A Mon Nix e- PRAVYER 
I bleſs thy holy Name, O Lord, who 


by thy Almighty Power madeſt the Hea- 
vens and the Earth and all that therein is, 


and preſerveſt and governeſt all that thou 
haſt made. 


I bleſs thee, O I. ord, who madeſt Man 
after thine own image, enduing him with 


Underſtanding, Reaſon, and Liberty; and 
making him capable of knowing, of loving, 
and of enjoying thee his Creator. | 
Above all, I bleſs and magnify thy 


holy Name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 


that thou haſt given thine only Son, Jeſus 
| Chriſt, for the Redemption of Mankind; 


that he took our Nature upon him; that 
he died for our Sakes; that he is riſen 


a again from the Dead; that he aſcended 
into Heaven, and that he there ſitteth at 
thy right Hand, to make interceſſion for 


us; that he hath made known to us the 
ay to eternal Life, giving us his Word 
for our Direction, and his Holy 2 for 
Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that thou 
haſt appointed this Day, not only for a 
Reſt from our ordinary Labours and Em- 


ployments, but chien for à perpetual 
Comment 


for a PERSQN in PRIVATE. 


Commemoration of theſe thy Favours, and 
for giving us ſtated Opportunities for thy 
Worſhip and Service, and for the Care of 


our immortal Souls. 


My Soul deſires to bleſs thee, that thou 


haſt made me a Partaker of all theſe ineſti- 


mable Advantages. 
O Lord, prepare my Heart for nend. | 


ing upon thee in thy Houſe, and afford me 


thy gracious Aſſiſtance in all the Parts of | 


thy Service. 
Let thy Word make deep and laſting 
Impret ons upon me. Help me diligently 


to improve all Opportunities that ſhall be 
afforded me this Day, whether public or 
private, to the Glory of thy great Name, 


and the Benefit and Comfort of my Soul, 


through = Chriſt my 2 Amen. | 
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An Evaxine-Praven for a PzRSON in 
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5 OS T great and mighty God?! 
Thou art the Sovereign Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, the 


and yet diſdaineſt not to be- 


upon me thy unworthy Crea- 


O Lord, I confeſs that I am a 28 ad 


frail Creature; my Nature is corrupt, and 


miſerably prone to offend thee, I find a 


Law in my Members warring againſt the 
Law in my Mind; which, I confeſs with 
Sorrow, hath too ofien prevailed againſ I 


- 


Creator, the Preſerver, and 


Governor - of all things: thou dwelleft 
in that Light, which no mortal Eye can 
approach; 
hold the Children of Men. 
deſeech thee, 
ture, who am come into thy Preſence, 
2 adoring thy Majeſty, and acknowledging 
4 that my Dependence is wholly; upon, thee, 
| who art the Asthor of my Being, and the 
Foundation of all my Hopeh, both here _ 
. hereafter. 
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me. The Pleaſures and Profits of the 
World are too apt to engage my Aﬀectione, 
and to make me cold and remiſs in the 
great and important Work of my Salvation. 
I have been guilty of manifold Neglects and 


2 


Tt Omiſſions of my Duty towards thee, and. 
5 have not ſerved thee with that Purity of 
is Intention, with that Sincerity of Hearr, 
d with that Fervency of Spirit, with that Zeal 
ry for thy Glory, with that Care, and Dili. 
£7 gence, and K that 8 ought to have 
4 done. , 

I 9 Lord; if thou mouldeſt! be extfete ta 
oy ret what is done amiſs; if thou ſhouldeſt - 
S 1 | call me to a ſtrict Account for my Life pal; 
| what could I ſay unto Thee! or how ſheudd 
5 {-be able to ſtand in thy Sight! If thou 1 
f | ſhouldeſt deal with me as. have de ſer ved, 5 l 
d I could expect nothing from thee but het. 

J Severities of thy Wrath and Hips 8 

4 But, O gracious Father, thau haſt revealed | 
| 4 thyſelf! to the Sons of Men, as a God merciful 
F and gracious, forgiving the nee, . 


bis Iniquities and Tranſgreſſions: remember 
then, Lbeſeech thee, thy tender Mercies, which 
Ae been ever of old, and for the Sake and. 
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An Event NG-PRAYER” 
Merits of my blefſed Saviour, forgive, 1 
humbly pray thee, all the Sins and Vanities, 
the Follies and Indiſcretions of my Life paſt. 
O!] reſerve not my Sins to be puniſhed in 
the Day of thy Wrath and Diſpleaſure, but 
blot them out of thy Remembrance, that 
they may never riſe up to my Confuſion 
here, nor to my Condemnation hereafter. 
O)] enable me, by the Aſhſtance of thy 
Grace, to reform whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs 
in the Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
or in any of the Actions of my Life; that! 
may love thee more, and ſerve thee better, 
and do thy Will with greater Care and Di- 
ligence, than I have yer done: © | 

O Lord ! keep up in my Mind a- lively 
Senſe of my Duty towards thee, and of that 
great Account, which I muſt one Day give. 
Suffer me not, I beſeech thee, to fall into 
a careleſs and unthinking State, nor to be 
unmindful of chat one thing needful, the 
Salvation of my immortal Soul. Make me 
ſo ſenſible of thoſe dreadful Threatnings, 
which: thou haſt denounced againſt Sinners, 
that whatever elſe I leave undone, I may 
28 make it my chief Care and Concern to ſe- 
core ; 
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cure an Intereſt in thy Favour. And, O 
merciful Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy 


great Goodneſs, ſo to aſſiſt my weak and 


feeble Endeavours, that I may not be un- 


ſucceſsful in a Matter of ſuch "rt Cone- 
cern. 


Root out of my Heart O God, by the 85 


powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all ſinful 


and corrupt Affections. Wean me from 


the Vanities and Pleaſures of this World, 


and give me a full Conviction of the Un- 


certainty and Inſufficiency of all Things 


here below. O] let me never ſeek for Reſt: 


and Happineſs in the Enjoyments of this- 
Life; but grant that I may daily aſpire 
after that eternal and unchangeable State of 
HFappineſs heteafter, which thou haſt re- 
ſerved for thy faichful Servants; and to 


which, I beſeech thee, of thy infinite Love 


and Mercy, to bring me, through the Me- 
rits, and for the Sake, of thy dear e 


Heſus Chriſt, our Lord. 


Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all 8 
kind: In a more particular Manner, I pray: 
thee to be gracious to theſe ſinful Nations 
to which I welneg . to pardon our great ande 

8 8 . . crying; 
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crying Sins; to avert the Judgment which 
we have moſt juſtly deſerved, and to put 


away from us the Spirit of Profaneneſs and 
Infidelity, of Malice and Uncharitableneſs; 
that thou mayeſt delight to dwell amongſt 


us, and be our God, and we thy People. 


Bleſs and preſerve our Sovereign Lord 


F King GEORGE, and grant that all who are 


in Authority under him, may faithfully en- 
deavour to promote thy Glory, and. the 
Good and Welfare of Lad Church and 
Nation. . N 


Look: with Pity and Cats upon al 


thy afflicted Servants : be. a Father to the 


Fatherleſs; heal the Sick; ſupply the 


Wants of the Poor and Needy; and grant 


that whatſoever is wanting of outward Com- 


forts to any one, may be abundantly made 
up by the inward en of thy ang 


: _ 

Bleſs all my Need an Ress 
eſpecially reward all who have done 
me Good, and forgive all who have done 
or wiſhed me Evil; and vouchiſafe to every 


one of üs, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
7 hay \ | 1 | j 2 : | ; 7*". a i 


for 4 PERSON in PRIVATE. 
whatever in thy great Wiſdom thou, know. 


eſt to be needful both for our Souls and 
Bodies, | 


And now, O moſt crak Father, Rom 


an humble Senſe of thy great Goodnefs, I 


adore and praiſe thy glorious Name, for all 


| the Manifeſtations of thy Love and Kind- 
I bleſs thee for 


neſs vouchſafed unto me. 
my Being, for my Reaſon; and all the En- 


dowments and Faculties of my Soul and. 
Body; for my Health, Friends, Food and: 
Raiment, and all the other Comforts and 


Conveniencies I enjoy ; for thy continual 


Care and watchful Providence over me,. 
through the whole Courſe of my Life; and, 
particularly, for the Preſervation and Pro- 


tection of me the Day paſt, 


Give me Grace, I beſeech thee, to make 
a right Improvement of all thy Bleſſings; 


and be thou graciouſly pleaſed to take me, 
and all that belong to me, this Night under 


the Care and Protection of thy Fatherly 


Providenee. Give thy holy Angels Charge 


over us, and grant us ſuch Refreſhment of 
Soul and Body as may enable us chearfully a 


to 8⁰ * the Duties of that Station 


ö „ wherein 
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wherein thou haſt placed us.. And when 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call us out of this. 
World, O! let us be found in the Number 
of thy faithful Servants, through the Merits 


I ſum up all our Wants, ſaying.” 


of our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus - 
Chriſt : for whom my Soul doth bleſs and 
praiſe thee, and in whoſe moſt hol ly Words 


Our Father, &c. 
5 
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4 Praves, ankied may be added to the 
daily EvENniNG- PRAYER, on the 
Lok D's Day. 
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1 Again return my moſt humble 
ad hearty ,Thanks to thee, 
5 O Lord my God, for the ſpe- 
W 4 cial bleſſings of this thy ſacred 
Bay; that 1 have been admitted to the = 
great Privilege of joining with thy faithful  Þ} 
People, in their Aſſemblies for public - #| 
Worſhip, to offer up my Praiſes and i 
Prayers to.thy divine Majeſty, in the Name 
of our bleſſed Redeemer; to hear thy holy 
Word read and preached by the Miniſters | 
of thy Goſpel; and that I have had farther - 
Opportunities for employing myſelf more 
privately in thy Worſhip and the Care of 
my immortal foul. 
7 I earneſtly beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
pardon all the Wanderings and Diſorders 
of my Mind, and whatſoever elſe thou | 
ER Wl haſt ſeen amiſs in my Attendance upon 
thee; and en to accept my ſin- 
ö 9 
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An EVEN I 16 1 1 
cere, thovgh weak, Endeavours o ſerve 


4 G BH 
Cauſe thy Word, which I hive heard or 


Q read, to abide in my Heart, and to bring AN 
forth the Fruits of a holy and religious 
Life. g | 
Help me, by the :ulb of all the Means W 1 
of Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace, * 


and in the Knowledge of my Lord and Sa. X 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, fitting me more and , 18 
more for ſeeing and enjoying thee my God, Preſe 
and my bleſſed Redeemer, in the Life to 
come: and grant, when J ſhall ceaſe to 1 
Praiſe and ſerve thee with thy Saints. on Reſt + 
Earth, that 1 may continue to be ſo em- | 
ployed with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven. rail 
I heartily beg the ſame bleſſings for all 46 
my Fellow Chriſtians, recommending them erer 


and myſelf to thee, my heavenly Father, in eſpeci 

tile Words, and through the Interceſſion of given. 

Jeſus Chriſt thy SON, our oe Mediator ment 

diu Advocate. e thee, 

i Our-Father, &e. | 6 my Le 
i | F< tl | Gra 
1 tt of thy 
| #'Noxs Heart, 


fulneſs, 
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NN Look. my enn Father, I 
X £3 humbly adore thee, as the Ma- 
8 - ker and Governor of the World, 

EXE the Author of my Being, the 
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Preſerver of my Life, and the Giver of : 


every good Thing. 
] heartily thank thee for the comfortable 


Reſt which I have enjoyed the N ight paſt; 


that thou haſt preſerved me in __ and 
raiſed me up in Health. . 


I bleſs thee for all thy Goodneſs to me, 
ever ſinee I came into the World, and 


eſpecially for the Advantages thou haſt 


given me, by the Inſtruction and Improve- 


ment of my Mind in the Knowledge of ; 


thee, the only true Gal, and Jive Chrilt 
my Lord. 


Cone: 0. Gard. Godt. thet nhe. Senls 


of thy Favours may ſo deeply affect my 
Heart, that I may ſhew forth my Thank - 
Os in the De Courſe of my Life. 


Tam... 


Ne 4A MonwinePravanR 
I am thine, O Lord, by Creation, by Re. 


demption, by my Baptiſm and Chriſtian 

Profeſſion, by all the Obligations which 

mou haft laid upon me: I deſire to be 

- thine alſo, by a willing Dedication of my- 

ſelf to thee every Day of my Life, and by 

2 conſtant and faithful Endeavour to ap- 
Prove myſelf to the. 

I befeech thee, in thy great Aire 
thraugh the Mediation of my bleſſed Re- 
deemer, to pardon all my paſt Offences, 
and to enable me, by thy'Grace, to diſcern 
and to amend whatſoever is amiſs in me. 
Help me ever to remember the Chriſtian 
Principles which I have learned, and the 
pious Inſtructions which have been given 
me; and never to depart from the good 

Way in which [have been taught to walk, 
Inscline my Heart to all that is good: 
grant that 1 may be modeſt and humble 
in my Carriage and Behaviour; chaſte and 

pure in all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions; true and juſt in all my Dealings; 
reſpe&ful and obedient to my -Superiors; 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole Con- 
verſation; faithful and diligent in the Diſ- 


barge of all the. Duties of that State and 
cn 
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Satisf; 
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Godlineſs. 


for @ Younc PERSON, 


Condition of Life, wherein thou haſt 
placed me: and teach me to fear and 
love thee, my God, aboye all Things; .and 


to do to all others, as I would they Mould 135 


do unto me. 

Make me perfectly contented with my 
Condition, and thankful to thee, who haſt 
given me all Things neceſſary for Life and 


Thing but in thee. 


Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy Pro- 5 


tection this Day; keep me, if it be thy 
good Will, in Health and Safety. Preſerve 


me from the Vanity of my own Heart, and 
from the Temptations of the World, the 


Fleſh, and the Devil. Help me (through 


-a Senſe of thy conſtant Preſence with me, 
and of the Account I am to give unto thee) 


Let thy good Providence al- 
ways take Care of me, and let me never 
place my Truſt and Confidence in * f 


_ 


ſo to govern all my Thoughts, Words, and 


Actions, that I may reflect upon them with 


SaciafaQtion at the Cloſe of this Day. 


Let thy Bleſſing be updn every Member 


of this Family: Upon all my Relations 


and Friends; upon all, whom I xs : 


whom L deſire to pray for. 
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An Evzninc-PrAYER 


1 humbly commit both myſelf and them 
to thee, O my God, in the Name of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Saviour, and in the Words. which 
ke himſelf has taught me. 
Our Father, &c. 
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giving, are due to thee from every under- 


| thee 4 in his Name. 


e venly Father, as I began, ſo 
 W% I deſire always to end the Day, 
with bleſſing thy Holy: e 
and 9 thy Favour. 
Honour and Worſhip, Praiſe ad- Theskf 
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Gran 
nwort 
ind wo 
df all m 
ff ther 
nd W: 
Ptrength 
Neſoluti 
know 1 
ave dot 


ſtanding and reaſonable Creature. I hear- 
tily bleſs thee, that I' am in that Number 
whom thou haſt made to ſerve and love 
thee, and that thou haſt moreover revealed 
"thyſelf to me, by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt: my 
Redeemer, and FAQQULAgEY. me to ll upos 


I humbly thank thee br hs Gally Cate 
of me. and ee for that good Pro - 
| _ JOE 


for 4 aun PER Seu. | 


vidence which hath. been over me the Day 

n Wl paſt; that thou haſt preſerved me from the 
many Evils to which J am juſtly liable; 
\ and haſt beſtowed upon me ſo many good 
Things which I have not deſerved ; eſpeci- 
ally, for whatſoever thou haſt nabbed me 
to do, which is acceptable in thy Sight, and 
which I can reflect upon with Satisfaction. 
I humbly bewail, O Lord, the great 
Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, 
and the many Errors and Tranſgreſfions 
of my Life. 1 humbly beg thy Mercy in 


NG: 


to Mediation of my bleſſed Redeemer; parti- 
as cularly of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs 
ne, Win me this Day, either in my Thoughts, 
14. Words, or Actions. | 

'*" WM Graat, O Lord, that the Senſe of my 
Fes nworthineſs may always keep me humble, 
eat, Wand work in me an unfeigned Repentance 
wer pr an my. Sins; and let the Remembrance 
love Ape them ever excite me to a greater Care 
aled nd Watchfulneſs for the Time to come. 
0) Witrengthen in me every good Purpoſe and 
pe Neſolution. Whatſoever Part of my Duty 
Cate know not, do thou teach me; and wherein 
Pro- Ne e done amiſs, help m me to do ſo no more. 


the Pardon of all my Sins, through the 


143. 


Leave N 


An EVENING-PRAYER | 
Leave me not, O Lord, at any Time I Safet 
to myſelf, nor in the Hands of my ſpiri- I refrel 
tual Enemies. Preſerve me from -thoſe ¶ thee | 
_ Circumſtances, that would prove a Snare ¶ the er 
or Temptation to me. Let thy good Spi- I hy 
rit continually enlighten and ſanctify my kind, 

Mind, directing and aſſiſting me Oey the Pe 
the whole Courſe of my Life. holy C 
Fill me with a Senſe of my conſtant tance o 
and entire Dependence upon thee, that I M'cular! 
may always commit myſelf to thy Care, and flaced; 
be ever ſatisfied with thy Diſpoſal of me. er a 8 
Teach me ſo to number my Days, that {W*#thori 
I may apply my Heart to true and hea- omfor: 
venly Wiſdom. Help me to live in a l my 
daily Preparation for my great Change, bee to Þ 
keepiug my Conſcience void of Offence, all upor 
both towards Thee, and towards Men: r only, 
and grant that I may be always ſo em- Ne thus 
ployed, as I ſhall wiſh I had been when Our E. 
i come to die; that whenſoever thou ſhalt 
think fit to call me out of this World, I 
may readily and thankfully exchange it 
for a better. 
Take me, I beſeeck thee, into thy 25 
cious Protection this N ight. Preſerve me, 


i it be thy good will, in Health and 
Sake 


* 


| for a YounG PERSOR. 
Wl Safety, and grant me that Reſt which may 
refreſh my Body, and dilpoſe me to ſerve 


; thee chearfully, both in —— and * 

eme enſuing Day. | 
V [ heartily deſire the Good of all: Man- F 
y kind, and pray unto thee for the Purity, 


ö Wholy Church; for thy Direction and Aſſiſ 
tance of all its Governors and Paſtors, par- 
ticularly thoſe. under whoſe Guidance I am 
laced; for the Welfare of my Country; 
jor a Bleſſing upon the King, and all in 


omfort of all that are in Affliction; for 

Il my Friends and Relations; beſeeching = 
hee to hear and to accept me, and all that 
all upon thee, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ur only Lord and 1 0 who hath. taught 
e thus to pray: 


Our Father, Kc. * 


n the Peace, and the Enlargement, of thy 5 


Luthority under him; for the Relief and 7 
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the Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt. In Four Book 


Part I. Containing Prayers for Families and Pi 
vate Perſons. Part II. Containing Offices. 10 


the Holy Communion : To which are added ſon 


by Way of Queſtion and Anfwer, with Pro 
Twelve Sections, whereina plain Account is gin 
- Chriſtian Prayer. V. The Chriftian Sacrame 


BV Dr. John Williams, late Lord Biſhop 
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III. A New Manual of Devotions, in 3 Party 


Humiliation. 2. For the Sick, 3. For Wome 
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